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It was over 60 degrees
today in Sidney for the first
time in probably close to six
months. Sitting in my windowless office all day, my
thoughts centered around
lying in a field of green
grass under a blue sky with
the sun shining.
I have been wearing birkenstocks instead of boots for
a few weeks now because
the snow has melted and the
puddles it left behind have
dried. I have gained a new
energy in my daily life. I am
excited to go back to spending my weekends hiking in
nearby badlands and grasslands. When I go to a class
at my local gym, I really just
want to ask the instructors to
move it outside.
Perhaps the most uplifting thought of spring is that
summer is just around the
corner. For me, that means
exploring state and national
parks, attending Shakespeare in the Park perform-
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ances, going to farmers’ markets and watching the northern lights. After months of
feeling like I was inside under fluorescent lights for too
many hours, I am excited to
be back in the sunshine.
Spring has also reinvigorated my passion for service.
As a July VISTA, I am beginning to see outcomes of the
things I have been working
on for the last nine months. I
am hearing back from the
grants for which I applied.
Educational events will finally happen instead of just
being planned. Tool kits are
being revised and finalized. It
is a good time to be reenergized as I am sure the
next three months will be
filled will efforts to put finishes touches on my projects
to ensure that they are easily
sustainable.
In this issue of AmeriCorps Quarterly, you will
find, among other things,
updates on countless projects

ELLEN FORDE/AmeriCorps*VISTA
Above: Taken in the East Rosebud
Beartooth Range during a March hike.
Trails are open again and ready for
spring hiking action.

going on across the state,
events planned for service
days and information about the
different branches of AmeriCorps in Montana. Take a moment to find out what your
fellow volunteers have been
up to and consider collaborating with them over the next
few months. Thanks for reading!
Trisha Wolf, Editor

VISIT US ONLINE @ HTTP://ACMAC.WIKIDOT.COM

Missoula Children’s Theatre hits the road

DAN AND KATIE/Campus Corps: Children rehearse with the Missoula Children’s Theatre.

By Erin Joronen
AmeriCorps*VISTA
University of Montana Office for Civic
Engagement
Dan and Katie are Campus Corps
service-learning members touring with
the Missoula Children’s Theatre (MCT)
and doing an independent study with
The University of Montana, which allows them to gain experiential knowledge, as well as academic knowledge,
through their Campus Corps term. MCT
visits nearly 1,300 communities in all 50
states, 3 Canadian Territories and 5
provinces and 16 countries annually with
the mission to develop life skills in children through participation in the performing arts.
MCT tour staff travel to communities
in specific regions of the United States
and overseas in groups of two. They stay
for a week in each of the communities
they visit, from Sunday to Sunday. They
arrive in the communities on Sunday

and, on Monday, they cast 50-60 K-12
students in the community in a play.
Over the next five days, they teach the
children an hour-long musical.
In explaining MCT, Dan says that it
is often called ―the Peace Corps of the
American Theater.‖ In addition to rehearsing with the children for the week,
the MCT tour staff teach workshops in
the community. They do workshops
with the community theater groups,
entire schools and individual classes at
schools. The workshops in the schools
are usually 45 minutes long and cover a
wide range of topics, from make-up to
improv.
Dan and Katie are touring the Pacific Northwest Region of the United
States (Washington, Oregon and Idaho)
and far north into Canada, where they
mainly visit rural communities. Katie
and Dan have been with MCT since last
May and are going to renew their contract for another year when their term is
up this May. Since the fall, they have
been performing Pinocchio with the

children in the communities they visit.
Pinocchio is a line-heavy show, so at
times it can be challenging. When
working with younger groups of actors, it is, at times, somewhat difficult
for lines to be memorized in time for
the show.
In addition, there are often unforeseeable challenges. Dan mentioned
one that stuck out in his mind. Dan
and Katie were in Spokane and were
rehearsing to put on two Saturday
shows. The kids were great all week
and at dress rehearsal, but halfway
through the first show, a couple of
kids said they were not feeling well.
Katie and Dan encourage them to
―power through,‖ thinking that they
were just a bit nervous. But, at a formative moment in the play, Jiminy
Cricket turned to Mister Geppetto,
played by Katie, and threw up all over
the stage. In the 45 minutes between
the first and second show, there were
eight other vomit attacks. Dan is able
to look back on this moment with
amusement.
Katie and Dan really enjoy working
with the Missoula Children’s Theatre.
Of her work, Katie says, ―Our job is
really cool. We get the kids on Monday and, by Friday, they are ready to
put on a great show. The pay off
comes quickly. They can see what
they can do if they put their mind to
it.‖
In addition, when working with
Dan and Katie, every kid they meet
gets a clean slate. They do not know
who is often labeled the trouble-maker
or who the shy one is or which two
kids should not be around each other
because they cause too much trouble.
With Dan and Katie, every kid gets a
fresh start and gets to have a lot of
fun!
DAN and KATIE/Campus Corps: Dan and Katie
take a short break on one of their many road
adventures.

Libraries: A great budget resource
By Mary Gerlach
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Belgrade Community Library
Most libraries have: books, book clubs, books on CD, bulletin boards (hang your
posters, find out what is happening in your area), educational programs, highspeed wireless connection, magazines, meeting rooms, movies, newspapers,
online catalogs, programs, public access computers, quiet space, reference librarians.
Many libraries have: art displays (food at receptions), chess club, downloadable
books, income tax assistance, lego club, story time, tickets to museums, musical/
cultural programs, science night, used book sales, Wii, writer’s group
Looking for information? Ask your librarian! State Library web site: http://
msl.state.mt.us, http://mymontanalibrary.org/, Montana resource information,
Montana Field Guide, Auto repair and more at My Montana Library.
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Self Help Law Center opens in Great Falls
By John Malsbary
Justice for Montanans
Self Help Law Project, Havre
In the campy movie Mrs. Doubtfire, a
gender bending Robin Williams engages
his wife in a protracted battle over custody
of their children. His wife has more money
than him and hires a hotshot lawyer. The
beleaguered Williams must represent himself in court. Without an attorney, Williams makes a bunch of crummy arguments and his wife is granted full custody
of the kids.
In Mrs. Doubtfire, gooey sentimentality
conquers the California court system and
the family soldiers on into modernity. In
real life, people represent themselves in
court all the time. Like Williams’ character, they often do not know how to make a
strong argument in court. Usually they do
not even know which form are proper for
their situation. The Self Help Law Program
exists to help people in such a situation.
―Self-Help‖ evokes preachy life
coaches, spray on tans and 14 step programs. Luckily, there is none of that fakery
in the Self Help Law Centers. They operate
as courthouse information kiosks. People
without lawyers can find information and
forms for things like getting a divorce,
dealing with an aggressive landlord or responding to a debt collector’s lawsuit. People can also find intake forms for connecting with Montana Legal Services Association, which is Montana’s only statewide
legal services organization.
In September, Montana had Self Help
Law Centers in only a few population centers. In just six months, the Justice for

Montanans Project has helped expand
Self Help Law Centers into rural and
urban areas across the whole state. In
March, a promising new Self Help Law
Center opened in Great Falls.
Great Falls is a large urban area with
lots of residents who cannot afford a
lawyer. People usually show up at the
clerk of court’s desk with vague and
unanswerable questions. The busy clerks
do not have 30 minutes to explain the
three different ways people may request
a divorce (let alone the difference between divorce, annulment and legal

separation). It is a short walk downstairs
to the plush new Self Help Law Center.
There, people receive the personal attention they need to make informed
decisions.
The Great Falls’ Self Help Law Center is only open two days per week. As
resources become available, it will expand hours of operation and take on
volunteers. In its brief existence, the
center has already helped dozens of
people navigate the alienating paperwork and procedures inherent in the
court system.

MEGAN OLSON/AmeriCorps*VISTA
VISTAs Susans Delfs and Elizabeth Drews help brand cows at VISTA supervisor Lance Kalfell’s ranch
just outside of Terry.

Service Projects at the
University of Great Falls
By Nel Sutliff
Montana Campus Corps
University of Great Falls Team
Leader

NEL SUTLIFF/Campus Corps: University of Great Falls Campus
Corps member Zachary Liedtke works on pamphlets for the Book
Bag Project.
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The past few months have been
busy here at the UGF! In addition to
organizing the Donate Life Organ
Donor drive, the Student Montana
Educators Association chapter has
been arranging many events that
serve our Campus Corps members
and our community.
On April 15th, our Student
Teachers, who serve as Campus
Corps members, will be attending
an Educators Banquet sponsored by
UGF and Campus Corps. The banquet marks the end of their terms of
service and will provide a venue for
reflection on the civic engagement
in which they have participated
since August, 2009. Guest speaker
Denise Juneau, State Superinten-

dent of Public Instruction, will
join us at the banquet as well.
Global Youth Service Day is
quickly approaching, and our volunteers have been diligently
working on our Book Bag Project
to benefit the Emily Center here
in Great Falls. With generous
donations from Barnes & Noble,
and a grant from First Interstate
Bank, we will be providing the
Emily Center with over 150 developmentally appropriate books
to families serviced at the Center.
In addition to the books, brochures for parents outlining effective reading techniques will be in
the book bags. Student volunteers
from the University will deliver
the books on Global Youth Service Day in April.
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Hiking in the
Terry Badlands
By Alex Gaskin
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Prairie County Economic Development
The Terry Badlands is an extraordinary expanse of land sitting at the border
of Terry, MT, and to date, it has been
regrettably underutilized. While its status
as a Wilderness Study Area does limit its
uses, the land is still an excellent location
available to the public for hiking and
camping excursions, with the potential to
be utilized as a great tourist attraction for
the town of Terry. My job, in a nutshell,
is to assist in making the Terry Badlands
a premiere outdoor spot for vacationers
and locals alike. On that note, I would
like to say to everyone involved in the
AmeriCorps—please, please visit the
Terry Badlands.
Eastern Montana is sparsely populated,
to put it mildly. In a state with one of the
smallest populations in the country, Eastern Montana is where most Montanans
are not. There is an upside to this, however: endless stretches of land, a vivid,
active sky and a terrain that has been left
largely uncorrupted by human interaction. The Terry Badlands are a perfect
representation of the natural, open splendor of Eastern Montana.
As a designated Wilderness Study
Area, there are limits to what can be done
while visiting—mainly, no wheeled vehicles are allowed in most of the area
(however, the Terry Badlands does contain the Calypso Trail, which can be used
to travel by wheeled vehicle). Anyone
fortunate enough for an opportunity to
enter the Terry Badlands will find a stunning space to explore. In stark contrast to
the claims that Eastern Montana is ―flat‖
or ―dull‖, the Terry Badlands present visitors with a rugged, varied landscape of
remarkable diversity. There is also a fair
bit of history in the area, as General Custer led his troops through the area (if you
are interested in history, look for Sheridan
Butte—there are signatures in the rocks
from soldiers with Custer's troops near the
top).
I am fortunate enough to enjoy every
part of my job overall, but I can say without hesitation that the highlight of my
work is when I have opportunities to hike
in the Terry Badlands. Traveling down
the Calypso Trail to view the numerous
natural bridges in the Terry Badlands or
scanning Sheridan Butte to locate the signatures of Custer's soldiers would easily
be a highlight of anyone's Montana experience and these activities are only a
small part of what is available to outdoor
enthusiasts in such an immense stretch of
land. A crucial part of my job is to find
and share the value of the Terry Badlands,
and having done so, I will tell anyone
with even a passive interest in exploring
nature that they should make the effort to
see it for themselves (please).
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ALEX GASKIN/AmeriCorps*VISTA:
Images from hikes in the Terry Badlands, an untapped area of natural beauty in Eastern Montana.

Moon-Randolph Homestead

By Annemiek Wilson
Campus Corps
University of Montana
I coordinate something called
Service Saturdays, one day bimonthly service projects to get students interested in service and to
give them a positive experience with
service at the same time. An e-mail
goes out to about 200 students and
they RSVP to me if they want tot
come. Moon-Randolph Homestead
was a Service Saturday. We helped
the family that owns the homestead
clean out their chicken coop, dig
beds in their garden, move rocks,
make a fire pit and move branches.
The pictures are of Anthony
Krolczyk, and myself.
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Mobile greenhouse to serve as learning tool in Bozeman
By Ariel Donohue
Montana Campus Corps
Montana State University Team Leader
Bozeman Youth Initiative (BYI) is in
the midst of creating the Bozone Ozone
mobile greenhouse, or BOB, to provide
local students and teachers with a fully
functional ―greenhouse on wheels‖ as an
interactive learning tool. BOB is a converted school bus that will be used as a
traveling educational exhibit, with high
school and college-aged students hosting
workshops for elementary students about
greenhouse design, plant life and natural
cycles, seeds, germination, transplants,
growth, harvesting, soil vs. hydroponic
growing methods, recycling, solar energy,
compost generation and management, bio
-fuels, rainwater entrapment, sustainability and more.
BYI has received support from Bozeman High School welding students, MSU
engineers, elementary teachers and construction experts to help connect the
youth of Bozeman to their community.
Montana Campus Corps member Kevin
Vilkin is the Mobile Greenhouse Program
Coordinator and has worked to develop
the curriculum and has played a key role

MANDY ST. AUBYN/Campus Corps: An image of the gutted interior of the school bus that will become the
Bozeman Ozone mobile greenhouse.

in the construction of the bus. BOB is on
track to be completed in time for Earth
Week activities.
Bozeman Youth Initiative provides opportunities through mentoring youthdriven, adult-supported programs that help

youth work towards their vision of community and reach their full potential. They
believe that listening to young people and
empowering them to participate in the
community is a critical need. For more
information, visit bozemanyouth.org.

Recommended reading list
By Kate Johnson
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Sidney-Richland Public Library
Jonathan Strange and
Mr. Norrell
by Susanna Clarke
This ambitious fantasy is
Clarke’s first novel and it
promises great things to
come. The book follows
two of England’s first practical magicians, Gilbert
Norrell and Jonathan
Strange. These magicians assist England in
its war against Napoleonic France, and develop an intense rivalry that threatens everything they have worked for. The novel starts
slow, but patient readers will be rewarded
with a tale both humorous and intense that
will appeal to fans of fantasy or historical
fiction.
Juliet, Naked
by Nick Hornby
Fans of Hornby’s earlier
novels will enjoy his latest
novel, combining elements
that made High Fidelity so
great: pop music, the nature
of fandom and messy adult
romance. Juliet, Naked
follows three people: Duncan, an obsessive fan of fabled singersongwriter Tucker Crowe, Duncan’s longsuffering girlfriend Annie and Crowe him-

AMERICORPS

QUARTERLY

self, who has since given up music for
fatherhood. Duncan and Annie’s divergent reactions to a newly released acoustic version of Crowe’s masterwork drive
them apart and Annie’s review leads to a
secret email friendship with Crowe himself.
Motherless Brooklyn
by Jonathan Lethem
This novel puts a new
spin on the hard-boiled
detective genre with protagonist Lionel Essrog, a
detective with Tourette’s
syndrome. Essrog investigates the murder of his
mysterious boss, Frank
Minna, who enlisted Essrog and a few of his roommates at St.
Vincent’s Home for Boys when they were
young to perform some increasingly odd
jobs. Lethem has crafted a detective novel
that is absurdist, original and entertaining
from start to finish.
Devil in the White City
by Erik Larson
The incredible events
that happened around
the 1893 World’s Fair
are more unbelievable
and fascinating than
many novels and Larson’s writing of these
events is colorful and
engrossing. Larson pro-

files two men: the visionary architect involved with the fair, Daniel Burnham, and
the serial killer who hid in plain sight as a
charming young doctor, H.H. Holmes. The
story of the magic of the fair and the dark
underbelly of 19th century Chicago may not
seem to go together, but they combine to
form a story more powerful than either would
be on its own.
Triangle: The Fire That
Changed America
by David Von Drehle
On March 25, 1911, a fire
in the Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory in New York City
killed 124 people, most of
them young immigrant
women. Von Drehle’s
account of this day recounts the impact of the
social justice movement in improving the
lives of workers and trying to achieve justice
for the victims and also the lasting impact
this movement had on the Democratic party,
transforming it from the Tammany Hall party
to the party of urban workers we know today.
Von Drehle’s account is engrossing and readable and seeks to humanize the victims in the
largest workplace disaster in New York
City’s history until September 11.
If you cannot find these titles at your local
public library, check to see if they offer an
Interlibrary Loan program, where you can
borrow books from other libraries at little to
no cost to you.
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VISTA adventures in Judo
By Elizabeth Drews
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Custer Network Against Domestic
Violence

ing blond guy. Tyson, David, Derek and
Jim eventually became our ―judo family.‖
After spending time with Tyson both inside and outside of the dojo (a facility used
to teach martial arts), we fell in love.
Flash forward a few weeks. There was a
judo tournament in Helena. Alex, David,
Derek and Tyson’s five year old daughter
Rose decided that they wanted to compete.
Rose took first for her age division and
won a trophy for best shiai (―technique‖)
for the kids’ division. Alex did well, and
won a no gi jiu-jitsu. (A ―gi‖ is the uniform
people wear when competing in martial
arts. There are variations depending on the
type of martial arts you are competing in).
Derek and David also did well. Derek
walked away with a medal. David was

pushed to the point of physical illness in
his second match of his first event, but
still pushed through the pain and was able
to compete in several other events
throughout the course of the day.
The ride home was by far the worst
(hardest) part. After piling into the cars
we had come in, we stopped at an Applebee’s. By the time we got back on the
interstate, it was nearly 6 p.m., and we
had a six hour drive ahead of us. We survived on energy drinks and bad jokes.
Alex and I plan to keep participating in
judo until our end of service. We have
made some great friendships and have
improved upon our judo skills. We have
had some great adventures—hopefully,
they will continue.

About two months ago, Alex Gaskin, a
fellow VISTA, and I found ourselves getting tired of winter in Eastern Montana, as
there was not a ton of stuff to do. Sure,
we could go for short walks around our
friend’s feed lots and watch the cattle run
around or go to the cinema that has only
one screen, but these lost their charm
rather rapidly. After a while, it became
quite clear that we would need to find our
own sort of fun. We tried having ―Food
Fridays,‖ where we would try out various
restaurants. After noticing that we had
begun to frequent the same
places, this too became boring.
We found the local night club,
which was unappealing. The coffee house crowd was getting monotonous and the open mic nights
got repetitive. Small town living
became rather boring, really
quickly. That is, of course, until
we discovered judo.
We began discussing things we
had done in college—our friends,
the student organizations and
clubs we were in, etc. Alex mentioned that he had done judo. I
recalled that one of my friends’
kids did judo here, so I sent a text
only to discover that classes were
available and were free! We decided that this sounded a lot better
than the things we had been doing
previously.
In the classes, we wound up
meeting several more interesting
characters. There was a guy with
lots of tattoos. There was a small,
scrawny, young looking kid.
ELIZABETH DREWS/AmeriCorps*VISTA: VISTA Alex Gaskin competes at a recent judo tournament in Helena. By
There was a stocky looking red the end of the tournament. he had won a no gi jiu-jitsu.
head. There was a muscular look-

Reasons to consider more than one year with AmeriCorps
By Mary Gerlach
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Belgrade Community Library
One year gives AmeriCorps volunteers a great start toward making a difference in the community. Volunteers
establish programs, learn about the resources in the community and leave a
legacy binder in hopes that the program
will continue.
Volunteers who choose to extend for
a second year have the opportunity to
incorporate the resources they have discovered, expand the program they have
incubated and nurture them toward maturity.

Third year volunteers have the opportunity to firmly establish the programs they
have begun and use their legacy binder as a
resource.
Nearly unprecedented, I have extended
for a third year at the Belgrade Community
Library where I have worked as an AmeriCorps*VISTA to bring programming into
the library for patrons and community.
During the first service year I learned of
the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program that provides free tax
preparation and e filing for low- to moderate-income individuals and businesses.
Because of time and commitment restraints, I was not able to get the program
into the library that year.

During my second term, we scheduled
two days of tax clinics staffed by trained
tax preparers who are aware of earned
income tax credits and other programs
that benefit low income tax payers. Clients are able to keep more of the money
they earn.
During my third VISTA year, the
VITA tax clinic was available for three
days. The VISTA legacy binder was a
valuable resource for planning the clinics.
The Belgrade Community Library is now
a firmly established partner with VITA.

http://acmac.wikidot.com/
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Trading sandals for snow boots
By Shannon Smith
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Greater Gallatin United Way
Moving from South Florida to Bozeman in the middle of January was not in
my original post-college graduation plans.
I anticipated going off to graduate school
to study something in the field of education. However, as my December graduation quickly approached, I realized that
graduate school was not my best option at
the time and I wanted to do something
more fulfilling and truly take steps to
make a positive change in a community. I
began researching AmeriCorps programs
around the country and applied to several
in Montana on a whim. I did not seriously
imagine myself moving to Montana and
really only applied so I would have
―options.‖
After my interview with the Greater
Gallatin United Way, an amazing feeling
overcame me. ―This is where I need to be.
This IS my next step,‖ I thought. The fact
that it was half-way across the country
and 2,500 miles away from home did not
matter; I just knew that this was the position for me.
About a week after I accepted the job,

a big snow storm hit Bozeman and there
was 22-inches of snow on the ground.
My friends began teasing me about how
I was going to freeze to death in Montana and I questioned if I could manage a
more arctic lifestyle. Thankfully, the
adventurous side of me kicked in and I
decided that learning to drive in snow
and wearing a parka on a regular basis
would be a new, thrilling, yet intimidating adventure. Plus, Montana’s reputation of cute cowboys was an added bonus.
January quickly arrived and it was
time to leave 80-degree weather for a
much colder climate. I had my carry-on
suitcase in one hand and my winter coat
comparable to one seen in the movie
Doctor Zhivago in the other. It was time
to head to west. Once I arrived, I was
transformed into a five-year child at the
site of snow. I wanted to hop into a big
pile and begin building my first snowman. After getting that initial urge out of
my system, I began investing in more
practical activities, like shoveling snow
and putting rock salt down.
The transition to Montana-life was
actually pretty seamless. I quickly made
friends and learned a job that has been
fulfilling and worthwhile. With the ex-

ception of a couple of slides on the ice, I
have adjusted very well to the colder environment and all that goes with it. Moving to
Montana has truly been a great learning
experience and I am so happy I traded my
sandals for snow boots.

SHANNON SMITH/AmeriCorps*VISTA
VISTA Shannon Smith outside her new
home in Bozeman.

My time at the Activity Center
By Brittney Hammrich
Montana Campus Corps
Flathead Valley Community College
My name is Brittney Hammrich. This
is my first year with AmeriCorps. I am a
full time student attending Flathead Valley Community College in Libby, MT. I
also work full time so I have lots to do,
never a dull moment. At first, I was kind
of afraid of the hours that needed to be
put in. I am always busy and do not have
time to travel. When I am not at school, I
am working; when I am not doing either

of those, I am working my hours at the
Activity Center in Troy. The Activity
Center is a new building that was just
completed May of last year. It is a beautiful building full of activities.
The Center allows for both students
and adults to come spend their time enjoying the building. Activities at the Center include dancing, rock climbing, softball, karate, racquetball, volleyball, basketball and much more. This allows the
students to get involved with not only the
community and the school, but it allows
for a social and safe environment. One of
the most important activities that occurs is

the after school program.
I watch over the activity center when it
is open to the public. When the center
first opened, few people came to enjoy
what it offers. After people noticed the
gym was open to the public, students and
adults showed up for many different reasons. Every Wednesday adult men and
students get together and play basketball.
People come from Libby, Troy, Yaak and
even Trout Creek to play basketball.
I really enjoy working at the Activity
Center. I believe it is a great development
for the small town of Troy. It brings both
adults and children together.

LAUREN ASPROOTH/
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Lauren Asprooth, Scott
Crooks and Kirsten Vorreyer
volunteer at the Honoring our
Youth Powwow at Big Sky
High School in Missoula.
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Service at Carroll College

By Laura d'Esterre
Montana Campus Corps
Carroll College Team Leader
Carroll College had the opportunity to
be a part of the MLK Day planning and
event here in Helena and what a rewarding
experience it was! We held the event in the
gym of a Title 1 school where there were
booths set up to represent some of the diversity existing in Helena. The event was
called a diversity fair in celebration of diversity here in Montana. There were performances by dancers and a dance dedicated to MLK while a ballet was performed to the "I Have a Dream" speech. A
keynote speaker was brought to Helena

LAURA D’ESTERRE/Campus Corps: Students interview a homeless man as part of a class at Carroll College. The project will be
displayed in the library and art gallery of St. Charles Hall.

from Harlem to kick-off the event. He spoke
about the "Spirit of the Man" and the importance of keeping love as a priority in everyone's lives. The event was a hit in the community and a successful celebration of culture.
Carroll College is presently involved in
accurately portraying the stories of those
who experience homelessness. The college's
photography class is doing a project in
which they photograph and listen to the
stories of the men who are living at the
homeless shelter. They will display their art
in the library and art gallery of St. Charles

Hall.
Carroll's Hunthausen Center for Peace and Justice
hosted Mary Wright, who
spoke about the Ethics of the
Economy. She said that first
and foremost it is important
that individuals become engaged citizens and not passive bystanders in the direction the economy is going.
She also talked about the
importance of supporting
local businesses and sometimes being willing to pay for
things of higher quality from
places that are paying a living
wage, because the individuals
that demand cheap products
push business to seek cheaper
and usually less ethical ways
of producing the product
which includes paying employees very little to keep
them going.
Looking forward, Carroll

will also be hosting a speaker who has
done extensive work in the importance
of remembering the Holocaust for
Holocaust Remembrance Day April
8th. Carroll has been hosting and will
continue to host "Soup and Substance"
which is a simple meal of soup during
which the attendees reflect upon environmental issues and community needs
and discuss resolutions to the identified
problems. These meals provide vision
and inspiration to the culture of service
on campus.

Ellen Forde
The mass produced, frozen burrito:
Better than store bought and just as easy
This is not really a recipe, but more of an easy, on a budget food idea that can be tailored to one's own liking and tastes.
Step 1: Purchase all your favorite burrito ingredients. Some of my favorites: dried kidney beans, brown rice, soft burrito shells,
cilantro, cheese, onion, garlic, red peppers, chili peppers, avocado. I find it is best to accumulate the dry ingredients and cheese
while they are on sale and purchase the fresh stuff when you intend to mass produce your burritos.
Step 2: Prepare your ingredients to your liking. Some tips: soak beans overnight, drain and cook in new water (this gets rid of
chemical or whatever that makes you gassy). Cook rice in vegetable broth to give it a little more flavor. Sauté vegetables together
until they are consistency you desire. I like to mix the cooked vegetables, rice and beans together to get an even mixture —add
some salsa or other sauce if it seems too dry, spices if it seems to bland. Fresh tomatoes seem to make the burritos too watery,
but experimenting is really the fun of making these.
Step 3: Lay out a burrito shell on a piece of parchment paper. Layer prepared ingredients in middle of shell and wrap up burrito
tightly in parchment paper. Tie shut with the twisty ties that you save from your bread loafs and vegetables for no apparent reason other than they may come in handy some time or another. Repeat. Freeze burritos until you are ready to enjoy them.
Step 4: Enjoy burrito: take from freezer, unwrap from paper (do not bake on paper), bake on baking sheet for about 25 minutes at
350 degrees until hot on inside. Top with salsa, sour cream or any other delicious sauciness you choose. Save the parchment paper and twist ties for the next mass production session.
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Suicide prevention
art contest
By Julio Brionez
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Mental Health America
March 13th marked the
deadline for registration into
the PRISM media art contest. I
have had a great response from
every campus and to date have
received over 30 entries from
students at five Montana college campuses. The art work
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will be used to promote suicide prevention resources (i.e.
800-273-TALK) to college
students. Final judging will
take place at 12pm April 28th
in the Montana state capitol’s
Rotunda! We hope to see you
there!
Contact
julio@montanamentalhealth.org
for more information!
Below are entries from the
2010 contest.
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Sometimes they stay: A profile of alumna Steph Knisely
By Leticia Torres
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Helena
Hailing from Vermont, AmeriCorps alum Steph Knisely has been
a Montana resident for nearly five
years. After completing her undergraduate degree a year early,
Knisely moved to Columbus, Ohio
to serve with City Year, a branch
of AmeriCorps that focuses on
transforming schools and communities. During her City Year, she
supervised and trained a team of 9,
conducted service projects and
helped with fundraising.
Originally, she had signed up with
AmeriCorps to fill up a gap year before
medical school, but after a year working for and with people in Columbus
she was hooked on service. Knisely
decided to do a second service year and
served as the Prevention Resource Center VISTA Leader. She helped select
VISTA worksites, did site visits, compiled quarterly reports and helped with
a six-month projected with the Governor’s office, working on early childhood issues.
For those that think a year of service
with AmeriCorps may be fun and helpful, but not beneficial when it comes to
future goals, Knisely’s story shows that
is not the case. She originally planned

ABBY ZENT/Prevention Resource Center
Steph Knisley hard at work during her year as VISTA
Leader for the Prevention Resource Center.

for medical school but, after a rewarding service
year, decided she would rather pursue that avenue. As a 22-year-old, she was offered the new
Program Manager position at Big Brothers Big
Sisters (BBBS). The leadership skills she had
developed and experience working on different
teams prepared her for a supervisory role in a
local non-profit.
Knisely is now currently working as the Community Volunteer Liaison with the Helena School
District. Knisely received the job offer out of 70
applicants, to which she credits her experience in
service. Rather than having an education degree
like many of the other applicants, she believes her
experience with AmeriCorps made her unique

amongst the other applicants.
Her service did not only benefit the communities she served
in, but taught her marketable
skills and gave her experiences
that made her a strong job candidate for the jobs she has applied for.
Besides working for the
school district, Knisely is part
of the HeyNet Committee
(Helena Empowering Youth
network), Youth Connection
Coalition, the Step Up to the
Plate Committee, the Montana
Wilderness Association, the
SAVE Foundation and a multitude of other organizations. She also
volunteers as a Big Sister in the
BBBS school-based program and is a
volunteer ski instructor at the Great
Divide.
As for Montana, she likes it here
and plans on staying for a while.
When asked about future plans, she
reported that she was undecided on
whether or not to join a policy think
tank on education, the environment,
reform, etc. and being a ski bum.
And her words of wisdom for all
current hardworking AmeriCorps
members: ―Have fun while you’re
here...most of you are only here for a
year!‖ Keep those words near and
dear AmeriCorps volunteers!

S.A.V.E.ing Helena: The Jen Cullin experience
By John Lewis
Americorps*VISTA
Montana Youth Homes, Helena
July VISTA Jen Cullin comes to us
in Helena from the spectacular Pocono
Mountains in Pennsylvania where she
spent the later half of her childhood
frolicking in the great outdoors. After
getting her high school degree with an
emphasis in the outdoor sciences, she
continued to pursue her love of the environment at Susquehanna University
where she studied environmental science.
When asked why she chose VISTA
after college, Miss Cullin replied ―there
was a VISTA on my campus. They got
me involved in volunteer programs
literally all the time. Becoming a
VISTA would give me a chance to
check out what its like to work for a
non-profit. It also looked like a great
opportunity to see more of the country.
And when else would I get the opportunity to move to Montana?‖
Of course this is a perfectly reasonable answer, but when asked further,
why Montana and not Maine for example, Miss Cullin responded, ―I had a
friend who spent a summer doing research in Missoula. If she liked it, I
would like it.‖ And right she was.
While in Helena, Miss Cullin stays
busy working for the Student Advocates for Valuing the Environment
Foundation, or S.A.V.E. She was heavAMERICORPS
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ily involved in the recycling program on her college campus, so the opportunity to continue working for such a passionate subject to her and promote recycling education for young people is a
wonderful opportunity. Miss Cullin certainly does
not let any opportunities slip by, as she works to
establish comprehensive recycling programs at all
the local schools and gets into as many classrooms, gymnasiums, community centers and student-run events as often as possible to spread the
word about the values of reduce, reuse and recycle.
In addition to her main work with the schools,
Miss Cullin also strives to increase the outreach
of S.A.V.E., as she revamps the group's website

and helps organize the Students
United in Environmental Action Conference. ―It’s an effort to bring college students together from across the
state to share ideas, talk on projects,
and host student-led seminars. We’re
all working on the same goal so why
not share our successes and failures?‖
she said.
So what’s next for Miss
Cullin? Well, ―I might try to get another position in VISTA, but this
time closer to home to be near my
family. After that, grad school for
environmental education. And then
go to work for a non-profit. I’m not
the kind of person who can sit in a
lab all day.‖ And who can blame her?
Cullin added that she has to go take
the Beneath the Streets tour in Havre
before she leaves Big Sky Country in
July.
When asked what wisdom from
her experience in Montana she would
want to leave VISTAs with, Miss
Cullin answered, ―Where are all the
buffalo? I was told the buffalo roam
around here. There are no roaming
buffalo near Helena.‖ Words to live
by.

JEN CULLIN/AmeriCorps*VISTA.
July VISTA Jen Cullin (center) at a S.A.V.E.
event in Helena.
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An adventure in Yellowstone
By Alyssa Panning
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Community Health Partners-Gallatin
Community Clinic
Being a VISTA in Bozeman is a great
treat—we are surrounded by world famous
trout fishing rivers, mountains perfect for hiking, climbing, skiing and biking and right out
the back door is Yellowstone National Park.
I have been to Yellowstone dozens and
dozens of times and every time I visit I see
something new and exciting. My most recent
trip (with a VISTA from Reno, Nevada) began
with a long soak at the Boiling River (a must
for any visitor!). The Boiling River—literally
a river of near-boiling water too hot to step
in—joins the Gardiner River and where they
join the water is the perfect soaking temperature, with deep pools to sit in and waterfalls to
stick your head under. The trip continued to
Mammoth hot springs, where terraces made of
thousands of years of geothermal sedimentation still are host to bubbling pools and steps
of gushing water.
Back on the road, we were stuck in the
middle of a bison herd for a couple of minutes,
afraid that at any moment one might charge

the car, fully confident that they could
do serious damage. Ahead on the side
of the road, I saw people looking
through spotting scopes and decided to
stop. They were biologists working for
the park service, and let me look

through the scope. I saw a wolf tearing at an
elk carcass and it looked like it was only a
few feet away from me. The rest of the pack
was laying on the hill above the kill, dozing.
Very few visitors see wolves in the park, let
alone eating a carcass, so we thought we
were extraordinarily lucky.
We got back into the car, and in the
Lamar Valley we met even more biologists
looking at wolves. This pack was eating a
bison that had tried to take cover in between
two big rocks in the valley. We spent hours
watching these wolves in the warm spring
sun. Seeing the wolves in their natural habitat
brought home the wolf hunting debate that
has been a hot topic in the area. I am still
undecided on the issue and I would like to
see more research done.
Finally our hunger drove us home and on
the way back to Mammoth we encountered
two huge bull elk on the side of the road.
After leaving the park, we spotted a herd of
bighorn sheep, a perfect way to end the day.
ALYSSA PANNING/AmeriCorps*VISTA
VISTA Alyssa Panning captures the spirit of winter in
Yellowstone, including images of wolves.

Life in a small town
By Becca Todd
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Richland County Partnership for Promise
There are actually many aspects to living
in a small, rural, eastern Montana town. Activities such as invites to participate in seasonal cow brandings, amazing hiking and
camping trips, home-cooked meals from your
neighbors and being able to run the perimeter
of the town in under half an hour are just
some of the many unique opportunities. One
of the more appealing aspects (at least for
me) is that of volunteering for the local
Emergency Medical System (EMS) as a first
responder.
Ok backing up a bit here. A first responder is one step down from EMT-basic.
First responders cannot give IV drugs, intu-
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bate or interpret heart rhythms, but can
do many other things. First responders
give and/or assist in giving CPR, lift
and move patients, operate an AED
(shock patients), drive the ambulance,
make sure patients take some drugs
such as an epi pen or nitroglycerin or an
inhaler and put oxygen on our patients.
First responders go through a three
month course (about 120 hours), various hands-on training exercises and
exams, a county-specific exam and a
national certification exam. A ton of
work goes into being a first responder.
Yet this is a volunteer position. First
responders can go on-call at convenient
times or not take calls at all. The gracious people who work in Sidney's ambulance service made this op-

portunity readily available and affordable on a
VISTA salary. Three very big pluses! People
who are interested in medical careers are
given the opportunity to learn more. Everyone
who takes the course receives priceless instruction on life-saving procedures such as
CPR and AED usage. Therefore, regardless of
where any first responder VISTA goes after
the year is over, they are armed with the skills
and knowledge to save someone’s life one day
whether or not they decide to hop on an ambulance service and actually take calls.
This unique opportunity is really only possible in the small town setting. There are people here that are willing to show VISTAs
things they have never seen or present activities VISTAs would never normally be able to
do otherwise. Becoming a first responder is
one of the best things about living in Sidney.
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AmeriCorps members keepin’ busy!
February’s Serve Montana
Symposium in Helena brought
volunteers together and even
attracted the governor’s wife and
Lieutenant Governor.
Photos by BRIAN CHRISTIANSON/
AmeriCorps*VISTA

ERIKA POWER/AmeriCorps*VISTA: Left: VISTA Erika Power captures images of snow covering Circle.
TALIA SCHMIDT/AmeriCorps*VISTA: Below: Great Falls AmeriCorps* VISTAs spend the day skiing at
Showdown ski resort just 60 miles out of Great Falls for a beautiful, powdery day on the slopes.

AMERICORPS MEMBER
ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEMBERS
Elizabeth Drews, Ambassador Co-Chair
Deborah Jiang
Erin Joronen
Liz Jung, Ambassador Co-Chair
John Lewis
Jessica Mowry, Co-Coordinator
Christina Orangio, Co-Coordinator
Talia Schmidt, Co–Newsletter Editor
Leticia Torres, PR Chair
Crystal Tyndall
Trisha Wolf, Co– Newsletter Editor
TALIA SCHMIDT/AmeriCorps*VISTA
January 2010 AmeriCorps* VISTAs at the swearing-in ceremony at the Capitol in Helena
AMERICORPS
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ANACONDA

CULBERTSON

HELENA

MILES CITY

Community collaboration will
work to revamp Benny Goodman
Park on April 24th from 9-4 pm.
They will clean-up litter, install
animal-proof garbage and recycling
receptacles, a pet waste station and
plant flowers and shrubs. Youth
will also make signs outlining the
hazards of littering and of pet waste
to display in the park.

Jobs for Montanans will participate
in the ―1 Million Pillow Challenge‖
by making new pillows for the
folks at the local nursing home.
They will also make new cushions
for benches and paint the flower
boxes on the property.

Projects in Helena include downtown trash clean-up at Women’s
Park and Constitution Park, landscaping at the Jan Shaw and Margaret Stewart Youth Homes, helping
community members at the Trash
for Trees recycling drive and composting at the Plymouth community
garden and ExplorationWorks community garden. Richard Opper,
director of the Montana Department
of Environmental Quality, will
speak at 9:30 at Women's Park.

The Crow Rock Coyotes will facilitate the beautification of the local
Custer County 4-H grounds. They
will add shade trees, landscaping
and flower boxes. They are also
aiming to build a covered awning
in the front of the food service area.

BILLINGS
―Serve the Earth Day,‖ will focus
on the environmental topics of
reducing, reusing and recycling.
Community organizations will
facilitate activities including refurbishing food donation barrels,
planting flowers, building flower
boxes, building a community recycling bin, personalizing sustainable
bags and more.
The Youth Volunteer Corps of
Yellowstone County will be participating in a city-wide scavenger
hunt-style cleanup. The day will
begin in North Park at 9 am.
The Montana Conservation Corps
will be cleaning up Lake Elmo.
Project work will include maintaining trail tread with new gravel,
cleaning up the playground area,
and removing invasive species.
BOULDER
On April 23rd from 7-10 pm, the
21st Century Service Learning
Club will host a dance at Boulder
Elementary School where people
donate non-perishable food items
or pay $5.00 that will be donated to
local JeffCo Food Share.

BOZEMAN
1,000 New Gardens of Montana
will be converting lawn to edible
landscapes in a collaborative effort
between local organic animal farmers, professors and students at universities and high schools, community members and city officials.

CUT BANK
Students will do a trash clean-up at
the county museum grounds, Albertson’s parking lot, city parks,
senior citizens' yards and other
areas as needed.

DILLON
Boy Scout Pack 4665 will begin
laying brick pavers in April in the
triangular median near Dillon Middle School to create a 3 foot wide
walkway. They will also repaint the
curbing around the entire median in
yellow to make it more visible. In
May, Girl Scout Troop 3589 will
landscape the median by planting
native grasses and perennials.

EUREKA
On May 22nd, the Lincoln County
4H club, other youth leaders, the
Tobacco Valley Community Development Council and the Eureka
Area Chamber of Commerce will
plant a native plants garden at the
visitor information center. They
will also install a kiosk made of
native wood. Spring cleaning for
the Tobacco Valley Historical Village will be held on the same date.

FRENCHTOWN
Blue Mountain 4-H from Missoula
will clean up one mile of highway
just west of Frenchtown Pond.

GLASGOW
Members of Valley County 4-H
and community members will build
a memorial wall in honor of the
young members that have passed
away in the recent years.

BUTTE

GREAT FALLS

Little Digger Day, an event where
grade school students spend a day
at college, will be held on April
15th from 9-2 pm.

Students from the University of
Great Falls will be delivering developmentally appropriate books to
the Emily Center.

CIRCLE

HAVRE

Community and student organizations including 4H, FFA and the
National Honor Society will work
together to remove cacti from the
town's municipal park and to begin
to renovate the town's existing park
equipment all day on April 24th.

MSU-Northern students will be
having a Campus Improvement
Day. The Student Senate has also
bought new recycle bins and
benches and garbage bins for outside.

HILL COUNTY
On April 25th at 1 pm, Hill County
4-H members, leaders and parents
will be gathering east of the TriCounty Landfill to pick up litter that
escapes the fences on to private
land, making the grasslands safer
for cattle and wildlife.
KALISPELL
The Nurturing Center's Gemini
Program, will be working at the
AAUW's book sale. They will
move and sort books throughout
April and help to straighten, sort
and sell books during the sale,
which runs from April 23rd-25th at
Kalispell Center Mall from 4-7pm.
Literacy volunteers will work with
teens at the Boys and Girls Club to
teach them the importance of literacy. On April 24th, participants
will create art the reflects what they
have learned. The art will be on
display April 26th-30th. A Literacy
in Art Show will be on May 1st.
In continuation of Montana Conservation Corps efforts, there will
be volunteers assembling to construct raised garden boxes from
fallen Dutch Elms. These garden
boxes will be delivered to local
senior living complexes in interest
of providing residents with opportunities to garden where lawn space
is a premium.
High school and college students
will construct the Flathead Valley
Community College Community
Garden, a one acre garden at FVCC
which will include 30+ individual
raised beds, a children's garden,
culinary department garden space
and an orchard, from 10-3 pm on
April 24th.
Seussville University will hold an
event promoting literacy that includes art, music, games, storytelling and a special theater production, on April 23rd from 9-2 pm.

MISSOULA
Festival of Cycles will be held on
April 24th from 12–4 pm at Bonner
Park. Participants will build, donate, or tune up their bikes. Also
get bike parts, create bicycle sculptures, make a parking rack, and see
a range of human powered vehicles. The kids corner will include
bike painting, bike crafts, an obstacle course and free helmets. Food
and live music will also be a part of
the event.
April 22nd and 23rd, University of
Montana Campus Corps members
will help students at the Elementary
School plant their school garden.
On April 24th, Campus Corps
Members will work with 1,000
New Gardens to help Missoula
residents turn their lawns into organic food gardens.
The U of Montana and MCC are
teaming up to build erosion reducing structures to slow and redirect
the flow of water on the ―M-Trail.‖
This will provide user-friends steps
that encourage hikers to stay on the
trail. They will also be covering
user trails and pulling weeds between switchback of the high-use
areas.
The United Way, STAND and
Flagship of Missoula are collaborating to build a fence and a threebin-compost for a vegetable garden
at the local Middle School.

TERRY
Terry Elementary School classes
will compete in a magazine and
newspaper recycling contest during
the week of Earth Day. At the end
of the week, the amount of magazines and newspapers from each
class will be weighed to determine
a winner.

WHITEHALL
The youth will do video interviews
with members of the community
about historical events. The youth
will then assemble their video interviews with the possibility of
them being aired on the local access television channel.

Global Youth Service Day is an annual campaign that celebrates and mobilizes the millions of children and youth who improve their communities each day.
GYSD is the largest service event in the world and is now celebrated in over 100 countries. On GYSD, youth address the world's most critical issues in partnership with families, schools, community and faith-based organizations, businesses, and governments. Anyone can participate in GYSD activities.
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AmeriCorps In Montana

Working with Justice
for Montanans
By Christina Honadel
Justice for Montanans
MLSA Helpline, Helena
For my service project, I have been
helping answer phones and scheduling
appointments for our clients. I have been

doing the applications over the phone
with people who call in to get our assistance with legal problems. I have been
entering paper application for those people who fax or mail in their applications. I
am having a great time helping those who
are in need of some legal advice get
where they need to go. It has been going
very well.
For fun, I am on a bowling league
every Wednesday. I love to go fishing and

I have an 8 month old daughter that I am
having a blast raising. We have dinner with
our families and play outside. We have been
riding 4-wheelers and playing on the Wii.
This year, I am most looking forward to
the spring because of the warm weather and
my daughter is going to turn one in July. I
am really excited to go to the parks, go
camping and bring my daughter to the water
parks. Yay! This summer is going to be the
best I have ever had.

Above map shows the diversity of AmeriCorps positions across Montana.
AMERICORPS
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ACMAC Corner
Ambassador Committee Update:

Public Relations Committee Update:

The Ambassador Committee has been busy with several new projects. We have revamped the ACMAC website—
check it out at acmac.wikidot.com! Use the side navigation for
helpful tips about AmeriCorps, service days, resources for
AmeriCorps members and life in Montana. We have updated
city profiles to include great restaurants and places to go. If
you would like to add information about your city feel free to
email Liz at liz.jung@unitedway.org.
Continue to check the ACMAC wiki for new
changes. We have sorted the results of the survey and will
soon be posting the information up on the wiki.
The Ambassador Committee role is to encourage networking
among the members of all branches of AmeriCorps. Do you
have ideas for networking among AmeriCorps members? Let
us know! Contact Liz Jung at liz.jung@unitedway.org or
Elizabeth Drews at edrews225@gmail.com.

Spring is rapidly approaching and our co-editors have been
working to get the latest edition of the newsletter out. We are very
excited about the upcoming Global Youth Service Day and all the
hard work that is being done for the day. Team members have
worked diligently to update the ACMAC pamphlet that explains the
purpose of ACMAC and the role it plays in AmeriCorps. We have
also been working on an AmeriCorps QuickFact sheet to give all
AmeriCorps members an idea of the different branches at work in
Montana. Finally, we are brainstorming how to increase publicity of
service opportunities and communication between AmeriCorps
members in the state.
The PR committee is responsible for both local and statewide publicity projects for AmeriCorps. Contact a member of this
committee or committee chair Leticia Torres at
leticia.torres09@gmail.com if you have questions about what
AmeriCorps is and does or for help with publicity for your events.
Thanks for contributing to our state!

AmeriCorps Members Advisory Council (ACMAC)

About ACMAC :
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Our Mission
ACMAC is a representative council
of AmeriCorps State and AmeriCorps*VISTA members from across
Montana. We work to encourage
networking between all AmeriCorps programs in Montana
through action, communication, and
representation, in an effort to enhance the national service experience in our state.
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We are always looking for article
ideas, photos and information about
your local events. The next issue of
AmeriCorps Quarterly will be out in
July 2010.
Please send newsletter submissions
and questions to
Trisha: trisha.wolf@gmail.com
or
Talia: taliaschmidt@gmail.com

ACMAC reports to:
Montana Office of Community Service
1301 Lockey Ave. 3rd floor, P.O. Box 200801
Helena, MT 59620-0801
(406) 444-2573
AMERICORPS
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ACMAC Members at the Fall Retreat
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Global Youth Service Day is April 23rd25th and AmeriCorps week is May 8th15th. For more event information, go to
http://visitmt.com/experiences/events/.

SPRING EVENTS NOT TO MISS:
5/28-31: Northern Cheyenne Memorial
Day Celebration

Anaconda

Dillon

6/18-19: Relay for Life

4/30: Ark Walk

Belgrade

5/3: Home Free

Every Wednesday: Learn to Dance

6/11-12: Bach and Roll for Haiti

4/17: Customer Appreciation Day

Eureka

6/11-13: Snowy Mountain Muzzleloaders
and Re-Enactors Rendezvous

Big Fork

4/23-5: Rendezvous Days, Hotrods and
Buckskins

Livingston

4/24: Clean YOUR ‘Fork

Lewistown

4/10: Yellowstone River Clean Up

Glendive

5/8: Spring Art Walk
Beginning 5/15: Farmers’ Market
Beginning 6/13: Riverbend Concert Series

5/22: Cowboy Up Chili Cook Off

5/8: Community Garage Sale Day

4/23-5: Sister City Garage Sale
5/1: Park to Paradise Triathlon

6/12: Buzzard Day

Malta

Great Falls

6/4-5: Montana Dinosaur Festival

Billings

6/3-8/26: Alive @ 5

4/24-5: Party for the Planet

6/5: National Trail Day

5/7: Art Walk

6/17: Taste of Great Falls

6/3-8/28: Alive @ 5

6/25-7: Lewis and Clark Festival

6/12: Strawberry Festival

Havre

6/13: Festival of Cultures

5/6-9: Northstar Amusement Festival

6/19: Wild West Soiree

6/16-8/11: Kicks @ 6

4/20, 5/4, 5/18, 6/1, 6/29: Live and Local
for Free

Bozeman

Helena

5/7-9: Meet Me in Missoula

4/11: Good Food for All

6/12: Big Sky BBQ Festival

4/30: Spring Art Walk

Poplar

5/2: CCP’s Annual Kite Festival

6/18-20: Wild West Days

5/15: Race for the Cure

Red Lodge

5/26: Alive @ 5

4/25: Peaks to Prairie Adventure Race

6/12: Helena Outdoors Fest 2010

Sidney

Kalispell

4/29-30: Special Olympics Area Games

4/10: Dodgeball Tournament

6/13: Montana 500

4/14: Tamarack Brewery Community Tap
Night

6/19: Town and Country Festival

5/12-14:
Games

Special

Olympics

Summer

6/1-9/2: Bogert Farmers’ Market
6/11-9/10: Artwalk
6/19-9/11: Gallatin Valley Farmers’
Market
6/23-7/3: Montana Shakespeare in the
Parks
Browning
Mondays: Free Movies at the Library
Butte
4/1-10/7: Phantom Gallery Art Walk
5/29-9/25: Farmers’ Market

Circle

Lame Deer

4/9: Wine and Food Tasting
ISSUE
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5/15-10/31: Farmers’ Market
Missoula

beginning

6/20: Summer
Duathlon

6/21-27: Teton County Fair

2,

5/13-16: Bucking Horse Sale

4/17:

Farmers’

4/9: Gallery Openings Zootown Arts

Terry
6/12-13: R/C Fun Fly

6/11-13: Think LOCAL Summer’s First
Art Blast

Choteau

VOLUME

Saturdays
Market

Miles City

Solstice

Triathlon/

6/25-6: Relay for Life
6/26: Trail Run
Whitehall
6/5-9/25: Farmers’ Market
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