
     Seeing the 

bare fall trees 

covered by a 

delicate blanket 

of white fluffy 

snow makes the 

three hours of 

d r i v e w a y 

shoveling seem 

worth it. I have 

been able to 

appreciate the 

lack of humidity 

even in a foot of 

s n o w  a n d 

guessing how far 

below zero is it 

on the way to 

work is one way 

to keep spirits 

u p  i n 

remembrance of 

the jacketless 

mornings of 

September. 

     K n o w i n g 

very well that I 

can‘t afford new 

winter boots, I 

take advantage 
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of the nice people I work with 

as they offer to escort me to 

and from the car in the 

mornings and afternoons to 

avoid visiting the lovely 

employees at the local urgent 

care facility.  

     Although winter has it‘s 

hardships, and the nostalgia 

kicked in for me a whole 

month ago, I am utterly 

enjoying Montana. I can‘t 

think of a better feeling to 

     Who knew a little girl 

from Pennsylvania would 

ever make it this far? 

Throughout grade school and 

college it‘s always on your 

mind to figure out where you 

want to go in life. For me, I 

always end up in the exact 

place I‘m meant to be, but 

never with concrete notice.  

     Upon moving to Montana 

and becoming a VISTA, I 

had spent time abroad, living 

and learning the cultures of 

seven foreign countries, only 

to return with a passion  that 

will never be extinguished.  

     The time I have spent 

here so far has been a direct 

outcome of the opportunities 

that have occurred in my life. 

Through adversity and 

privilege, my life has come 

to this, and what an amazing 

path to take. 

     Reminiscing to last year‘s 

winter months, I remember 

taking off from London, 

England‘s Stansted airport 

and looking over the 

tremendous city that I had 

been calling home. This 

feeling is being reciprocated 

throughout Montana as 

AmeriCorps volunteers say 

their good-byes and set out 

for another adventure. But 

for the rest of us who have 

watched the farmers markets 

fade and felt the hikes get 

colder, it‘s time to look 

optimistically into January in 

Montana.  

Celebrating winter in Montana 

JULIA GUARINO/AmeriCorps*VISTA 

VISIT US ONLINE @ HTTP://ACMAC.WIKIDOT.COM 

INS ID E  T HIS  IS S U E :  

JESSICA MOWRY/AmeriCorps*VISTA 
 

Above: Taken in the Beartooth Mountains. The picture 
is of an ice tunnel that we were able to walk the whole 

way through. This was during a hike in September and 

this much snow was still on the ground. 

have in the morning than to 

wake up and know that, 

although I have lots of 

shoveling to do that, I am in 

charge of changing the world.   

     I challenge AmeriCorps 

members throughout Montana 

to enjoy the winter months 

and appreciate this beautiful 

state. Keep looking out for the 

influences that are happening 

in your communities. Send us 

a story about the impacts of 

your dedicated service to 

AmeriCorps Montana.  

     We hope you enjoy this 

issue, as it is a grand 

collaboration of community 

service efforts from across the 

s ta te .  Cont inue  be ing 

awesome, and if you see 

anyone in need of help 

crossing the icy street, lend a 

hand. Thanks for reading! 

 

             Jessica Mowry, editor   
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weather while you discuss the moose 

you saw while snowshoeing. 

     When the snow finally melts, visit 

Yellowstone again and enjoy Old 

Faithful, the Bison, Elk and many other 

wonders that the park offers. Enjoy the 

over 300 waterfalls in the park and bask 

in the realization that you are also 

standing in one of the largest active 

volcanoes in the world!  

     Visit the many reservations the state 

has to offer, especially in the 

summertime during the pow-wows and 

be sure to try an Indian Taco; they‘ll 

change your life. Go on 8 mile hikes in 

the Absorokee Mountains up 3,500 feet 

with a pack on for the first time; it will 

be very challenging but it‘ll be 

something you never forget.  

     If you‘ve never been out of the 

country, now is a great opportunity as 

Canada is one of our neighbors. For the 

guys embrace your inner mountain man 

and grow a beard, this may be the only 

time in your life where it is acceptable to 

do so. 

     The summers are not very long in 

Montana, so be sure to enjoy it while it‘s 

here. Go rafting down the river, but 

make sure your drop point is going to 

pan out! Go to places such as nearby 

Advice to new 

VISTAs 
 

by Michael Eric Mudd 

AmeriCorps*VISTA  

Rural Dynamics  

 

     If I had to give one tip to incoming 

VISTAs what would it be, what piece of 

advice do I believe would serve them 

better than any other? For me, that is 

actually very simple: Take in all the 

scenery that you possibly can with your 

fellow VISTAs. Montana and the 

surrounding states offer some of the most 

breathtaking scenery in the world and it is 

literally in our back yard.  

     Visit Glacier National Park in the 

summertime and you will simply be 

blown away at how beautiful the scenery 

is; go there in June and visit Logan‘s Pass 

to witness the mountain goats and the four 

feet of snow that is still on the ground. 

Visit Yellowstone in the wintertime with 

your fellow VISTAs and go snowshoeing 

and watch as a snowstorm is in the 

distance. Afterwards relax and rest your 

muscles in a hot spring in seven degree 

Tower Rock State Park and jump off 

cliffs, jump off bridges, anything to enjoy 

the beauty of a Montana summer.  

     Shortly before the summer, be sure to 

find the many waterfalls in the parks as 

the snow begins to melt; you will be 

talking about the pictures you take 

underneath them for years with fellow 

VISTAs. Also remember that Montana is 

a very rural state and that if you decide to 

use a knife, say to notch a new hole in 

your belt, be mindful of the nearest first 

aid station! 

     To conclude, enjoy the beauty of 

Montana as much as possible with as 

many VISTAs as possible, it will help 

you in the work you will do here, I 

promise that. Take as many pictures as 

you can too as there no such thing as 

taking too many pictures of beautiful 

scenery and beautiful people. I will 

greatly miss living in Montana after I 

leave in January, but many parts will 

never leave me such as the wonderful 

friendships I have made and plan to keep. 

Enjoy Montana as much as possible, 

especially Glacier National Park, it is my 

favorite. 

AmeriCorps Quarterly is put out by the AmeriCorps Member Advisory Council (ACMAC). 

MICHAEL MUDD/AmeriCorps*VISTA: Posing 
after the 8 mile, 3,500 ascent to Elbow Lake in the 

Absorokee. 

MICHAEL MUDD/AmeriCorps*VISTA: Beautiful people snowshoeing in beautiful Yellowstone !  

"You are not here merely to make a living.  

You are here in order to enable the world 

 to live more amply, with greater vision,  

with a finer spirit of hope and achievement.  

You are here to enrich the world, and you  

impoverish yourself if you forget the errand.” 
 

-  Woodrow Wilson 

CHRISTINE DASCENZO/AmeriCorps*VISTA 
 

Left: Governor Brian Schweitzer poses with VISTA Christine Dascenzo and 

VISTA alum Jordan Lyons in their new apartment. The brand new homeWORD 

affordable housing project was completed in October. The Governor came to 

tour the building and find out more about the issue of affordable housing. 
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“You cannot do all the good the world needs, but the world needs all the good you can do.” - Anon 

Food that‘s IN when school is OUT! 

 

     During the school year, 

many kids in Montana 

receive at  least  one 

nutritionally sound lunch and/

or breakfast through the Free 

and Reduced-Price School 

Meals program.  In addition 

to ensuring a nutritious meal, 

school meals offer parents a 

summer.  Many families are unaware of 

the summer meal program sites in their 

community, and for many families the 

nearest site is located too far 

away.  In fact, 22 out of 56 

counties in Montana have no 

summer food site at all.  The 

Montana Food Bank 

Network is working to 

increase the number of 

summer food sites across the 

state as well as increasing 

participation at current sites.   

possible.  We were able to secure a number 

of flu shots, and then returned about a 

month later with a pharmacist and two 

pharmacy students to deliver the 

vaccinations to the people of Cooke 

City.  Raluca and I are now working on 

putting together a traveling dental and 

medical clinic in West Yellowstone, a 

small town in southern Gallatin County, a 

couple of times a year. 

trying to get a sense of where people go 

when they need help.  We were directed 

to Jan, a local woman who runs a bed 

and breakfast called Beds N‘Buns, and 

who happens to be the head of the local 

EMT department.  She also knows every 

person in town.  I met with her and 

asked her what she thought people 

needed in town.  One of the first things 

she mentioned was that the people 

wanted flu shots.   

     Raluca and I returned to Community 

Health Partners in Livingston and asked 

around to see if this might be 

by Alyssa Panning 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Community Health Partners 
 

     VISTAs Matt Hale and Raluca 

Ropovici along with Patty Kosedner of the 

Park County Community Foundation, 

others from Community Health Partners 

and I spent some of the early months  

exploring our VISTA project area.  We first 

visited Cooke City in September because 

we knew it was the most remote town in 

Park County, and we wanted to see what 

kinds of resources are available there. 

     With a year round population of about 

100 and a summer population of 300, 

Cooke City can be isolating, but residents 

are surrounded by astounding natural 

beauty, a wild playground for the outdoor 

enthusiasts. 

     In the summer, residents can travel over 

the scenic Beartooth Highway as a shortcut 

to Red Lodge and Billings. But for nine 

months out of the year there is only one 

road out of town through Yellowstone 

National Park.  Cooke City is about an hour 

from Gardiner and two hours from 

Livingston, the closest hospital.  

     We visited the Chamber of Commerce, 

the Post Office and the general store, all 

VISTAs help 

Cooke City 

fight flu  

 

 

 

The Snow Man 
Wallace Stevens 

 

 

 

One must have a mind of winter 

To regard the frost and the boughs 

Of the pine-trees crusted with snow; 

 

 

And have been cold a long time 

To behold the junipers shagged with ice, 

The spruces rough in the distant glitter 

 

 

Of January sun; and not to think 

Of any misery in the sound of the wind, 

In the sound of a few leaves, 

 

 

Which is the sound of the land 

Full of the same wind 

That is blowing in the same bare place 

 

 

For the listener, who listens in the snow, 

And, nothing himself, beholds 

Nothing that is not there  

and the nothing that is. 

Below: VISTAs Matt Hale, Raluca Popovici and 
Alyssa Panning went on an outreach trip to Cooke 

City and were able to spend the night camping at a 

campground on the Beartooth Hwy.  

     Summer may be long gone, but NOW is 

the time to start thinking about what YOU 

can do to connect kids with the SFSP. 

     There are many ways you can help kids 

across Montana access healthy food during 

the summer.  Do you work for an 

organization that could sponsor a new 

SFSP site or help support an existing one?  

Individuals can volunteer at a site or help a 

site gain resources.  Many sites also need 

help spreading the word about their 

program to families in their community.  

The SFSP helps make summer a fun and 

productive time for low-income families.    

     Want to learn more about the Summer  

Food Service Program?  Contact Emily at 

( 4 0 6 ) 7 2 1 - 3 8 2 5  E x t  2 5 0  o r 

edunklee@mfbn.org.  

way to stretch their household budgets.  

If a child receives two meals a day five 

days a week that is ten meals per week 

that parents don‘t need to worry about 

providing.  But what happens when 

school is out for the summer? 

     The Summer Food Service Program 

(SFSP) is a federally funded program 

that provides free meals to kids, age 18 

and under, during the summer at sites 

across Montana.   All kids have to do is 

show up. There is no income verification 

or identification requirement to 

participate in the program.  The SFSP is 

a great way to help fill the gap in child 

nutrition and family budgets when 

school is out.  However, less than 13% 

of kids receiving free or reduced price 

meals during the school year in Montana 

have access to free meals during the 

by Emily Dunklee 

AmeriCorps*VISTA  

Montana Foodbank Network 

PATTY KOSEDNAR/ Montana Campus Compact VISTA 

mailto:edunklee@mfbn.org
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by Nel Sutliff 

Campus Corps Leader 

University of  Great Falls 

 

     At the University of Great Falls, much 

of our service is centered on education. 

This year, we have several ongoing 

Service Learning projects including 

tutoring. Students have committed to 

providing over 60 hours of tutoring, in all 

subjects, to students in low income 

schools each semester.  

     Our other projects include Spookaroo! 

This project provides trick-or-treaters 

with a place to play games and win prizes 

on Halloween as a safer alternative to 

regular Trick-or-Treating.  

     Closer to Christmastime, the Student 

Montana Educators Association at the 

University of Great Falls is doing a Book 

Bag giveaway. Money from various 

grants will be used to purchase 

developmentally appropriate books for 

children up to five years old. These books 

will be assembled to make bags of books 

that will be donated to low income 

preschools and Head Start programs in 

Great Falls. 

     Projects other than those that focus on 

education are also taking place all over 

campus year round. In September, 

volunteers from the University‘s 

Cheerleading squad helped with a blood 

drive, and in October, a food drive will be 

held at the University, along with VISTA 

member Pamela Hoffmann, to benefit the 

Great Falls Community Food Bank. 

     Additionally, a Volunteer Fair will 

take place in our Student Center where 

Campus Corps hopes to make contact 

with enough interested students to begin a 

Service Saturdays program where we will 

collaborate with various community 

agencies so that we may provide 

assistance in the capacity they need. 

     Finally, the University of Great Falls is 

currently a member of the Early 

Childhood Coalition. This coalition is 

embarking on a comprehensive program 

to house various agencies dedicated to the 

social, emotional, physical and cognitive 

growth of pre-school aged children. This 

is meant to alleviate many problems 

educators, parents and support personnel 

see once children have begun primary 

school. Once the center is up and running, 

Campus Corps volunteers and members 

will be needed to provide much needed 

help in a variety of areas. 

Great things from 

Great Falls 

"I prefer winter and fall, when 

you feel the bone structure of 

the landscape - the loneliness  

of it, the dead feeling of winter. 

Something waits beneath it, the 

whole store doesn’t show." 

 

MICHAEL KENNEDY/Montana Conservation Corps Crew Member, Northern Rockies Region 

DEBORAH JIANG/AmeriCorps*VISTA  
 

Above: Drawn in pencil, colored in Corel, Inspired by the styles of de Chirico and Cugat. This picture is of 

the county fair towards closing time - leaving patrons, dimming lights, and empty carnival booths. A 
surreal and dreamlike atmosphere, and shadows do not reflect their original counterparts. 

 

Below: Comical relief depicting the adversity of living in the wilderness for five and a half months. 

-  Andrew Wyeth 



by Allie Weiner 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

The Friendship Center 

 

     

1. I get comments daily regarding my 

hair color.  Where I come from, blue and 

purple are considered normal hair colors. 

 

2. I do not own a gun, nor would I know 

how to properly aim one.  ‗Hunting‘ to 

me means finding a single, attractive 

male in Helena. 

 

3. I don‘t have a ‗Four O Six‘ sticker on 

my car.  I also don‘t have any stickers 

that reference cowboys. 

 

4. 20 degrees is ridiculously cold! 

 

5. I wear my cowboy boots to be 

fashionable and ironic, not because I ride 

anything with four legs. 

 

6. I miss the ocean. 

 

7. I‘m genuinely afraid of hitting a deer 

and don‘t understand why they‘re 

everywhere! 

 

8. Mexican food is not the same when 

nobody in the restaurant speaks Spanish. 

 

9. Everything ―fun‖ to do here involves 

the outdoors. 

 

10. I think 5 bucks for a drink is hella 

cheap.  Yes, hella. 

How I know I‘m 

not from Montana 

A M E R I C O R P S  Q U A R T E R L Y  P A G E  5  

by Aubree Durfey 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Gallatin Valley Farm to School 

 

     Elementary students peddling lentils 

and winter squash door to door? Third-

graders advocating for the benefits of 

eating locally-produced food?  Such 

scenes became reality as six area 

elementary schools participated in the 

2009 From Farms to Schools Fundraising 

Program.  Gallatin Valley Farm to School 

administered the second annual offering 

of this “alternative school fundraising 

program” and, while doing so, addressed 

the Gallatin Valley’s desire to support 

Montana farmers, help local schools and 

purchase beautiful holiday gifts for 

friends and family. The fundraising 

program, offered at Irving, Hawthorne, 

Gallatin Gateway, Whittier, Morning Star 

and Longfellow elementary schools, was 

a squashing success with total sales of 

$37,700 – forty percent of which goes to 

support a host of valuable school 

programs! 

     At Gallatin Gateway school, the funds 

raised by the sixth grade will help pay for 

their trip to Yellowstone National Park, 

while the eighth grade will use their 

money to travel to Washington D.C. The 

funds brought in by Longfellow students 

will “directly support our children’s 

education through grants, funding new 

books, electronic equipment, classroom 

materials, field trips and scholarships, 

among many other things,” according to 

Sue MacGrath, Longfellow Parent 

Association’s organizer for this 

fundraiser.  

1, 2, 3 squash, 4… 222 winter squash and a whole lot more! 
     The cornucopia of Made in Montana 

products included cereals and granola 

from Cream of the West (Harlowton), 

specialty lentils and barley from 

Timeless Seeds (Conrad), fresh herbed 

delicacies from On Thyme Gourmet 

(Bridger), huckleberry preserves and 

delights from High Mountain Quality 

Huckleberry Products (Ravalli), greeting 

cards featuring Townes Harvest Garden 

produce from MSU Friends of Local 

Foods (Bozeman) and winter produce 

from Gallatin Valley Botanical 

(Bozeman) and Farms for Families 

(Livingston). Students will be delivering 

orders in early December, just in time 

for holiday gift-giving. 

     According to Mary Stein, Nutrition 

Specialist with the Montana Team 

Nutrition Program, “This type of 

fundraiser just makes sense.  It provides 

an educational opportunity for children 

to learn about where their food comes 

from, it keeps our food dollars 

circulating within our local economy and 

it provides yet another local market for 

our very valuable Montana farmers.”   

     “The fundraiser is a nice way for our 

farm to connect with our community 

and for the kids to be involved in 

selling healthy seasonal produce,” says 

Matt Rothschiller of Gallatin Valley 

Botanical. Other fantastic reasons to buy 

local food include: better taste, more 

variety, reduction in negative 

environmental impacts and a stronger 

community (adapted from Growing for 

Market publication).  

     Clearly, the From Farms to Schools 

Fundraiser has been a success.  In fact, 

Gallatin Valley Farm to School hopes 

that this model can be replicated across 

the state, creating a new and viable 

market for Montana food producers. 

     Aubree Durfey, AmeriCorps*VISTA 

volunteer for Gallatin Valley Farm to 

School believes the fundraiser “has the 

potential to be an incredibly positive 

force… I have received enough 

encouraging feedback to keep me fueled 

for the next year.” She will need that 

energy, as Gallatin Valley Farm to 

School’s future plans include helping the 

Bozeman School District incorporate 

more local foods in their menu, 

implementing their Where Does Your 

Food Come From? student education 

campaign and creating a network of 

Farm to School committees and 

champions from Gallatin Valley schools.   

     Gallatin Valley Farm to School is a 

project of Hopa Mountain, whose 

mission is to invest in citizen leaders, 

adults and youth who are working to 

improve education, ecological health and 

economic development.  For more 

information, visit Gallatin Valley Farm 

t o  S c h o o l  o n l i n e  a t 

www.gvfarmtoschool.org.  

AUBREE DURFEY/AmeriCorps*VISTA 
Below: Dressed in stylin' corn on the cob and pumpkin costumes, VISTA‟s Emily Bauska and Aubree Durfey 

loaded up with Made in Montana stickers and headed to Longfellow School in Bozeman. The talking corn 

and pumpkin quizzed kids on potato and beef facts to increase awareness about the Local Lunch that was 
serving up none other than Montana beef chili and grown in Montana baked potatoes.  

http://www.gvfarmtoschool.org/
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by Jessica Mowry 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

City of Billings 

 

     In Billings, I work with the Mayor‘s 

Committee on Homelessness, through 

the City of Billings. My assignment 

description is to raise awareness about 

poverty and homelessness issues related 

to the ten-year plan to end homelessness 

―Welcome Home Billings,‖ that was 

recently approved by the City Council.  

     What a better way to get peoples 

attention than to dance in the middle of 

the street? Choreography completed and 

volunteers recruited, over 40 people 

participated in what is believed to be 

Billings‘ first ever flash mob ―Operation 

Cupcake.‖ 

     Named to divert the public as to its 

real intention, the spontaneous dance 

was preformed during the Holiday 

Stroll / Art Walk in downtown Billings 

on December 4th in  correspondence 

with the campaign ―Spare Change for 

Real Change.‖ 

     Volunteers and innocent bystanders 

alike made up the crowd as VISTA 

Michael Dummeyer began the routine 

singing ―You‘ve lost that Lovin‘ 

Feelin‘‖ to VISTA Donna Gurnic. The 

crowd was drawn in closer only to have 

a group of twenty more volunteers  join 

in as the music abruptly scratched into 

Flo Rida‘s version of ―Right Round.‖ 

Holding panhandling signs with statistics 

from ―Welcome Home Billings‖ that 

break the stereotypes of the homeless as 

well as the ―Spare Change for Real 

Change‖ logo, the volunteers joined in 

group by group to form the mob. By the 

"Therefore all seasons shall be sweet to thee, Whether the summer clothe the general earth with greenness, 

or the redbreast sit and sing betwixt the tufts of snow on the bare branch of a mossy apple tree." 
 

-  Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Frost at Midnight 

Above: Leading the way to raise awareness about „Spare Change for Real Change‟ and statistics of the 
homeless in Billings. Over 40 volunteers gathered in the center of Billings to perform „Operation Cupcake,‟  a 

choreographed dance routine, during the Holiday Stroll. Left: Cruz Martinez after the performance. The sign 

he is holding shows the message the group was bringing to the people of Billings. Below: After a successful 
execution of „Operation Cupcake,‟ Billings flash mob, volunteers gathered for free cupcakes and a 

celebration.             Photos contributed by MIKAL YOUNG/Downtown Billings Alliance Marketing Director. 

end of the performance the entire Holiday 

Stroll crowd was gathered around the 

dancing group taking pictures and cheering. 

    ―It was a great way to get the word out 

and everyone was so excited before the 

event,‖ says Dummeyer.  

     ―You could just feel the energy, despite 

it being negative eight degree, it was 

incredible,‖ said Rocky Mountain College 

student volunteer Kaytlin Shows. 

     Operation Cupcake gathered individuals 

from the City of Billings offices, the Red 

Hat Society, HealthCare  for the Homeless, 

local Rocky Mountain College, 

AmeriCorps, the HUB, Volunteers of 

America, the United Way and more. ―It was 

a successful attempt to showcase people as 

people, that people any age, any 

demographic can do the same things,‖ 

continues Dummeyer.  

     In relation to ―Spare Change for Real 

Change‖ the event raised awareness of 

pointed homeless issues in Billings. The 

Spare Change campaign is an alternative 

to giving to panhandlers. Similar to 

Denver‘s parking meter campaign, 

Billings downtown office acquired twelve 

retired parking meters to refurbish and 

place around the cities as donation sites. 

Through the campaign the community is 

urged to put spare change into these 

meters instead of enabling panhandlers.  

     The donations received through this 

cause goes towards initiatives directly 

involved in solving poverty and 

homelessness issues.  ―Getting individuals 

that panhandle in the city to participate in 

efforts opposing  their ‗way of life‘ was 

an outstanding occurrence,‖ said VISTA 

Julia Guarino. 

    A full video compilation of the event is 

available at http://www.youtube.com/

illuminatepoverty keyword Operation 

Cupcake.   

Taking the message to the streets: Billings flash mob 
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ERIN JONENON/AmeriCorps*VITSA: Right: This regal pup is Garm.  He is 

VISTA Erin Jonenon‟s two-and-a-half-year-old mixed breed dog from the 

Humane Society of Western Montana, in Missoula. Last Christmas Garm received 

a stuffed goose chew toy, which he was really gentle with for the first few days. 
But within a couple of weeks the goose had been whittled down to just a goose 

head that Garm carried around the house. 

MEGAN OLSON/AmeriCorps*VISTA: Above: Eastern Montana VISTAs 
Elizabeth Drews, Susan Delfs, Alex Gaskin, Megan Olsen and Erika Powers 

carve up a pumpkin storm in October. 

 

 

 

Stopping by Woods  

on a Snowy Evening 
by Robert Frost (1923) 

 

Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though; 

He will not see me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

 

My little horse must think it queer 

To stop without a farmhouse near 

Between the woods and frozen lake 

The darkest evening of the year. 

 

He gives his harness bells a shake 

To ask if there is some mistake. 

The only other sound's the sweep 

Of easy wind and downy flake. 

 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep. 

 

‗One Warm Coat‘ 

Report 
 

by Amy Busch 

CNCS: State Program Specialist 

 

     The results are in and Montana just 

got a whole lot warmer!!!  The 

serve.mt.gov site shows 624 coats 

collected at the First Interstate Bank 

locations throughout Montana, but 

we‘ve got a whole lot more to add to 

that!!  The following projects reported in - 

totaling more than 1,514 coats and 2,158 

additional winter-ready accessories! 

     Southwestern RSVP in Bozeman 

collected 300 coats, 127 hats to and 94 

blankets donated to fourteen different 

organizations. Billings Metro VISTA 

Project collected 415 coats for the Rescue 

Mission, Salvation Army and St. Vincent 

de Paul. Cascade County RSVP in Great 

Falls, in conjunction with Boy Scout 

Troop #41, collected 269 coats. Billings 

Foster Grandparents collected 6 coats. 

Missoula RSVP collected an assortment 

of  400 hats and 400 sets of mittens, 

knitted by five volunteers, donations 

went to Head Start. Area II RSVP in 

Roundup collected 95 coats. Hill County 

RSVP in Havre collected 240 mittens, 

96 caps, 40 slippers, 30 afghans and 30 

quilts that were donated to Head Start, 

Kindergarten, pre-schools and the 

Domestic Violence shelter. Yellowstone 

County RSVP in Billings collected 69 

coats and 12 assorted accessories. CIA 

VISTA Project obtained a handful of 

coats. Butte RSVP collected 348 hats, 

gloves, scarves and socks during their 

10th Anniversary volunteer recognition 

event, ―Leading with Experience.‖ 

     You and your projects are all 

―winners‖ in our efforts to help all 

Montanans stay warm this winter, but 

now is the time we‘ve all been waiting 

for…The winners of the ―Golden Cloak‖ 

Award go to Billings Metro VISTA 

Project and Cascade County RSVP for 

collecting the most coats – and the 

―Golden Mitten‖ Award goes to 

Missoula RSVP and Hill County RSVP 

for not only collecting, but also making 

the most winter-ready accessories.   

     Thanks for joining in and making this 

very worthwhile and fun collection 

effort. This was a ―friendly‖ contest 

through the CNCS State Office, between 

AmeriCorps*VISTA and Senior Corps 

projects – and with AmeriCorps projects 

and other community members included 

the grand total ended up at 3,846 coats 

collected across the state. This quote 

from Michele Brennick and the Butte 

RSVP Recognition event sums it up 

nicely, 

 

“Just as every snowflake can add up to a 

blizzard, so every volunteer‟s 

contribution adds up to a storm of 

activity in our community”. 



Blizzard 
by Barbara Reiher-Meyers 

—— 
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by Jen Cullin 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

The S.A.V.E. Foundation  

 

     Contra dancing is a type of folk dance 

that has a large presence in Montana. 

Originating in England at the end of the 

17th century, the dance style was quickly 

adopted through most of Europe and has 

since become popular in North America.  

     Trying to describe contra dancing is a 

difficult task. It is comparable to square 

dancing, but at a faster tempo and much 

more fun. An unknown person described 

it as ―an amusement park ride we make 

for ourselves.‖ Most contra dancing 

events also feature a live band playing 

Irish or Scottish music, which adds to the 

excitement. 

     In Montana, there are contra dances 

May I have this dance? 

Day of Giving 
 

by Pamela Hoffmann 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Great Falls Community Food Bank 

 

     The Great Falls Community Food 

Bank, Salvation Army and Toys for 

Tots participated in the 2nd Annual 

Day of Giving on December 8th.  All 

three organizations came together for 

one big day of drive -through 

donations.  Community members could 

stop by anytime between 6am and 6pm 

and pop their trunk, and we'd unload 

everything for them.  It was super easy 

and a great success - despite the 

r i d i c u l o u s  n e g a t i v e  d e g r e e 

weather!  The Food Bank alone 

received 1,548 pounds of food and 

monetary donations as well.  

Below: VISTAs Jillian Winters and Bonnie O‟Neill 

take show off their skills as they participate in a 

Contra Dance extravaganza in Helena. 
 

JEN CULLIN/AmeriCorps*VISTA 

held regularly in Missoula, Helena, and 

Kalispell. Several VISTAs have attended 

the Helena contra dancing events held in 

November and December, and the number 

attending continues to increase from 

month to month!  

     If you are looking to try something new 

and meet some new people, contra dancing 

is a great opportunity to do so! Don‘t 

worry about bringing an even number of 

men and women, as it is perfectly normal 

and accepted for women to dance the 

men‘s parts. 

     Check out www.montanafolk.org to 

find an event near you! 

Impressions  
 

By Erika Power 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Circle Dry-Redwater Project 

  

     What is the first thing one sees when 

f i r s t  me e t i n g  so meo n e  ne w? 

Normally, the race, skin color and face 

are the first noticeable differences. The 

ability to perceive these unique features 

and develop assumptions based upon 

prior experiences or knowledge is a 

trait that follows someone from 

childhood to adulthood. It is 

intertwined with every social and 

personal encounter. Why must we, as a 

population, see only the differences and 

not see the similarities?  

     During Pre-Service Orientation 

(PSO) training, one of the seminars 

focused upon the need to overlook the 

inherent differences between oneself 

and others and to attempt to see the 

subtleties that are the similarities. In the 

beginning, I could only see the 

differences between me and everyone 

else in Circle, but, after a month, I 

started to feel like a part of the town.  

     I have spent most of my time Circle 

t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f 

Circle, being acquainted with the 

history, culture and customs of this 

small, quaint town. I do not see the 

differences that I originally saw except if 

someone directly points it out. At first 

glance, I am unique from Montanans but 

that is only my exterior and, in reality, I 

am more similar to citizens of Circle than 

I originally thought. I think my 

acceptance of the residents is mutual and I 

have been able to adjust and adapt to new 

situations ever since attending college in 

Massachusetts. 
     After six months, I 

now consider Circle, a 

small town of 600 

residents, to be my home. 

Home is such a relative 

term because it could be 

considered the place 

where you grew up, where 

your immediate family is, 

or simply a sense of 

belonging. In the past, I 

have moved around so 

frequently that any area 

that I remain in for more 

than six months becomes 

my home. 

     Whenever I walk down 

Main Street, I am 

welcomed by smiles and 

greetings representative of 

a slower pace of life that 

is significantly different 

from life on the East 

Gale warning 

Sky sifts 

Finding bright 

Snowball 

Moonscape 

Frostbite 

Rococo swirls 

Icy glove 

Huddle in  

Rock salt  

hail warning 

high drifts 

blinding white 

snowfall 

snowscape 

dost bite 

hot cocoa curls 

spicy love 

cuddle in 

clocks halt  

ELIZABETH DREWS/AmeriCorps*VISTA 
Below: Skeet often hangs out with VISTA Susan Delfs and Elizabeth 

Drews and seems to think he‟s a lap dog; the only problem is that he‟s 

quite large.  

Coast. Every time I leave Circle for more 

than the day, I am homesick for the sense 

of belonging and especially my cat, Preto, 

a stray that I adopted and have come to 

love.  

     As I drive back to McCone County, I 

am always searching for my first sighting 

of the town over the roll of a hill and my 

heart starts to beat faster with anticipation 

of reaching this great place. 

http://www.montanafolk.org


by Delme Mundell-Watson 

Campus Corps Team Leader  

Montana State University - Northern  

 

     Montana State University - Northern 

participated in  ELF (Everybody Loves A 

Firefighter) Can Drive this past 

November. During this event we met with 

other volunteers from the community at 

the local Harve fire station. My team and 

I helped in all areas including collecting, 

sorting and delivering the collected food 

to the food bank.  

     Overall, the Community helped 

immensely and we broke last year‘s 

record in the amount of donated cans by 

topping two tons, 4000 lbs., of canned 

food. 

     Also at MSU Northern, students 

worked with the Community Involvement 

Association School Club as well as the 

Sweet Grass Society School Club to 

participate in a Winter Wear Drive. The 

volunteers collected 92 coats and other 

various winter items including an 

assortment of hats, scarves and snow 

pants. Items collected will be freely 

distributed to those in need.  
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by Ariel Donohue 

Campus Corps Team Leader 

MSU Bozeman - Community Involvement  

 

     On campus at Montana State 

University in Bozeman, we just finished 

up the HUGE 10th annual Can the Griz/

Can the Cats Food Drive against the 

University of Montana.  This is a 

competitive food drive that stems from 

the Cat/Griz rivalry and reaches out to 

the community for a larger cause, which 

is to provide food for those in need.   

     Both communities collected food 

from November 7th until November 21st 

and concluded the competition at the 

Cat/Griz game in Bozeman.  Bobcat fans 

showed their support by participating in 

neighborhood food collections, joining in 

a collection competition between student 

organizations, bringing food directly to 

the food bank, placing donations in bins 

Can the Griz / Can the Cats Food Drive 

Harve volunteers participate in ELF (Everybody Loves a Firefighter) to collect cans for the local food bank. .  

around the MSU campus and bringing 

food donations to the final game.   

     Announced at the Cat/Griz game, the 

results of the 10th annual Can the Griz/

Can the Cats Food Drive were: Grizzlies-

4,416 pounds and Bobcats:14,451 

pounds!  Both teams raised their totals 

from last year and showed their spirit!   

     Thanks to both the Missoula and 

Bozeman communities for supporting 

your local food banks!  

ARIEL DONOHUE/Montana Campus Corps 
Above: MSU Bozeman student Taniquell Wilder 

(left) and Campus Corps Mentor Jason Greenwald 

(right) gather at the Cat/Griz game on November 21 

while Campus Corps members and MSU Bozeman 

students collect food at the entrances to the stadium. 

Harve volunteers set record 

Jen Cullin 

    Ingredients 

     2 cups water 

     2 cups uncooked instant brown rice 

     2 (10 ounce) cans chicken 

     1 (10 ounce) can cream of mushroom soup 

     1 (10 ounce) can cream of chicken soup 

     1/4 cup butter 

     1 cup skim milk 

     1 (16 ounce) package frozen chopped broccoli 

     1 small white onion, chopped 

     1 pound processed cheese food, or 2-3 cups shredded  

 

Directions 

- Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

- In a medium saucepan, bring water to a boil. 

Mix in instant rice, cover and remove from 

heat. Let stand 5 minutes. 

- In a 9x13 inch baking dish, mix the prepared 

rice, chicken, cream of mushroom soup, 

cream of chicken soup, butter, milk, broccoli, 

onion and cheese. 

- Bake for 30 to 35 minutes, or until cheese is 

melted. Stir halfway through cooking to help 

cheese melt evenly. 

Chicken, Rice, Broccoli and Cheese Casserole 



Ugly sweater parties blast 

Montana! 

Above: Billings VISTAs Michael Dummeyer, Jessica Mowry, Katie Woloszyk, Bill 
Dickman and Julia Guarino proudly wore their holiday garb, khakis and all, in 

celebration of the holiday season. Right: Ugly sweater madness continues as Healthy 

Montana Kids VISTAs Kindra McQuillan, Donna Gurnic, Tyler Thorson, Kristie 

Bronson and Alisa Hart celebrate the holidays in style in Helena. 

by Trisha Wolf 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Sidney Health Center 

  

     Several of Sidney's VISTAs (and one 

of Glendive's) had the unique opportunity 

to host a Chanukah party for fellow 

VISTAs and coworkers. The party 

exposed many attendees to the Jewish 

Festival of Lights and provided an 

opportunity for some of the town's 

VISTAs to share their culture. "This 

community has taught me so much and 

shared so much with me, so I was really 

excited to reciprocate and share a piece of 

my history and culture," VISTA Margot 

Moinester, one of the hosts, said. 

     Chanukah commemorates the 

Maccabees' defeat of the Greeks in the 

second century BCE. Following the war, 

the Jews went to reclaim their temple. 

The temple's eternal flame, which is 

supposed to be perpetually lit, had gone 

out. They could only find enough oil to 

last one day and it would take eight to 

press new oil. However, the eternal flame 

stayed lit for the entire eight day period, 

creating the miracle of Chanukah. 

     In honor of this miracle, Jews light a 

menorah for eight days every winter. 

They also eat oily foods such as potato 

pancakes (latkes) and jelly donuts 

(sufganiyot). They play dreidel, a 

spinning top that commemorates how 

Jewish children educated themselves 

while under Greek occupation. 

     Sidney's Chanukah party featured 

many of these traditions, including 

lighting the menorah and singing songs. 

In addition to other treats, a wide array of 

latkes were also served. "My favorite part 

of the evening was how people 

congregated around the food,‖ Moinester 

said, "so many VISTAs came together to 

share in the cooking and to produce really 

wonderful food that everyone enjoyed."  

     People in town enjoyed having an 

opportunity to celebrate a holiday not 

often a part of life here. The VISTAs also 

enjoyed getting to interact with their 

colleagues in a non-work environment. 

Perhaps what made the party most special 

was the diversity of people in attendance. 

Families ranging from infants to 

grandparents came. A nun stopped by 

later in the evening, prompting an 

interesting dialogue about religion in 

general and leading to more ideas about 

future interfaith events.  

     Many of the guests celebrated 

Chanukah for the first time and enjoyed 

learning about different traditions. It was 

a great way to bring the community 

together and celebrate.  

Sidney celebrates Chanukah 
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EMILY DUNKLEE/AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Two Dot Highway in Two Dot, MT.  

Named after the unique cattle brand 

belonging to H.J. Wilson, Two Dot is 

comprised of a dirt road/highway, a post 

office, a few scattered homes and the 

world famous Two Dot Bar.  This photo 

was taken during a SNAP outreach trip to 

central Montana in the fall of 2009.  

Since the Montana Food Bank Network is 

a state-wide agency, our community 

outreach often takes us to roads less 

traveled.  Rural Montana poses barriers 

to participation in SNAP and other 

service programs not seen in more urban 

towns and states.  In fact, the nearest 

grocery store to Two Dot is in 

Harlowton, 13 miles away.  For many 

towns in Montana the distance to service 

providers, grocers and medical care 

facilities is a significant barrier to 

participation.   



Photo Contest WINNER!! 
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service. Her favorite part of service was 

this opportunity to work with other 

AmeriCorps Volunteers during these 

events. She particularly enjoyed the 

Global Youth Service Day 2009 event 

VISTAs planned in Helena.  

     ―In Helena, a bunch of AmeriCorps 

members got together and created an 

by Julia Guarino 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Downtown Billings Partnership 
  
     After graduating from Elon University 

in North Carolina, Kendra Nickel decided 

to take a year off before attending law 

school and began a year of service 

with Helena's Montana Self-Help Law 

Program and Commission on Self 

Represented Litigants in the summer of 

2008. Through this program, Kendra was 

able to gain insight into a branch of the 

legal field, to work with many local 

lawyers and judges through the Montana 

Bar Association and take the time to 

thoroughly consider her decision to 

practice law.  

     ―It was a good year for reflecting on my 

career choice and making sure law school 

was what I really wanted to do. By the 

time my year was over, I was a lot more 

certain about going to law school and I was 

ready to go and work hard,‖ she explained. 

     D u r i n g  h e r  t i m e  a s  a n   

AmeriCorps*VISTA, Kendra also served 

as the PR Committee Chair for the 

AmeriCorps Member Advisory Council. In 

this role, she became extremely involved in 

planning events for national days of 

Alumni Perspective: Kendra Nickel 
amazing event with very little guidance or 

funding. We ended up having over 100 

volunteers and getting a lot of publicity 

about the importance of community 

service. Aside from the actual work, I 

loved the fellow VISTAs—I made some 

true lifelong friends and I'm really 

grateful for that,‖ she said. 

     Now, she in her first year of a joint 

J.D. and M.S. in Social Policy program at 

the University of Pennsylvania, which she 

hopes to use to eventually work for a firm 

or a non-profit that shapes social policy. 

Her time with AmeriCorps helped solidify 

her desire to make service a permanent 

part of her career.  

     Her advice to current members is, 

―Have fun! Use your year of service to 

reflect, make great friends, and explore all 

that Montana and the northwest has to 

offer. I love law school and I've been 

having a great time, but it's definitely the 

hardest I've ever worked in my life and 

there is almost zero free time. I'm sure a 

lot of you are planning on going back to 

school or will be starting crazy jobs when 

you're done with your AmeriCorps year, 

so enjoy your time now and make 

memories!‖ 

Above: AmeriCorps Alum Kendra Nickel poses 
with former Chief Justice of the Montana 

Supreme Court, Karla Gray.  

Erin McPeck 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Zootown Arts Community Center (ZACC) 

Missoula, Montana 
 

 

"Hallway of Dreams"  
 

Erin says, "I titled this photo 'Hallway of Dreams' for a couple 

of reasons. First, it shows the unrented space above our facility 

that we hope to acquire. Secondly, it is symbolically important 

to me and reflective of a period in my current life. I moved to 

Montana at an emotionally rough time, right after graduating 

college, and have been relentlessly pursuing the life I want to 

live. In this photo, the overused metaphor of coming out of the 

darkness and toward a point of light is prevalent, but would be 

impossible to see without the supportive pillars and walls. 

Much like life, the worn path is visible, yet mildly obscured by 

the graininess of the photo - the little things of life make the 

photo richer when attention is paid where due." 

 

 

Erin McPeck comes to the ZACC after completing a Bachelor 

of Music degree with high honors from the Eastman School of 

Music in Rochester, New York. She is a classically-trained 

bassist who has studied with James VanDemark. In May, she 

received an Arts Leadership Certificate through Eastman‘s 

Institute for Music Leadership, with concentrations in arts 

administration and music entrepreneurship. Erin has worked for 

the Arts & Cultural Council for Greater Rochester - a nonprofit 

service organization dedicated to developing, strengthening, 

and promoting the arts in the Greater Rochester region. Drawn 

to Missoula for the vibrant arts scene, she is excited about 

working hands-on in the community and about freelancing as a 

bassist. Erin, a native of Colorado, enjoys being outdoors, 

animals and playing cribbage. 

Biography:  



by Michael Dummeyer 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

City of Billings 

 

     When I think back on my first four 

months as a VISTA, I can say with 

certainty that it has consisted of a lot of 

meetings with people who have no idea 

what VISTA is. Next to that, every 

minute between those meetings, I have 

read somewhere around twenty books and 

countless articles.  I do this to ensure that 

my message gets clearer, that my method 

is succinct and that my efforts will 

eventually pay off to something bigger 

than myself. 

     My last was by Warren Bennis, titled 

‗Organizing Genius: The Secrets of 

Creative Collaboration‘.  In it, Bennis 

discussed six highly creative groups 

which worked collaboratively on great 

projects.  ‗Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs‘, the Manhattan Project, Skunk 

Works, Black Mountain College, 

Clinton‘s 1992 Presidential campaign and 

the development of the personal computer 

all share, in my opinion, something with 

the AmeriCorps*VISTA program. 

     A Great Group is more than a 

collection of first-rate minds. It is a 

miracle. He provides fifteen take-home 

lessons of Great Groups, which I would 

like to share with you. 

 

1. Greatness starts with superb people. Be 

that superb person; find and support 

more. 
 

2. Great Groups and great leaders create 

each other. We are nothing without our 

communities. 
 

3. Every Great Group has a strong leader. 

Someone who is personally humbled but 

whose work ethic is matched by none. 
 

4. Leaders love talent and know where to 

find it. We were brought to our sites from 

all over the country, look everywhere in 

your community. 
 

5. Great Groups are full of talented people 

who can work together. Find people who 

11. Great Groups are optimistic, not 

realistic.  We will end homelessness and 

poverty. 
 

12. In Great Groups, the right person has 

the right job.  Get the right people in the 

driver seat before you leave. 
 

13. The leaders of Great Groups give 

them what they need and free them from 

the rest. People will work on what they 

feel most passionate about. If they are fit 

for the job, let them do the job. 
 

14. Great Groups ship.  There comes a 

point where you gotta deliver. 
 

15. Great work is its own reward. No 

comment needed. 
 

Some may say that this is madness; I say 

that this is VISTA!  

can play with others in the sandbox. 
 

6. Great Groups think they are on a 

mission from God. We are involved with 

something bigger than ourselves—

recognize that and you will unleash an 

effort that will not stop. 
 

7. Every Great Group is an island—but an 

island with a bridge to the mainland. It‟s 

okay to be isolated, as long as you‟re not 

completely without any connection to the 

real world. 
 

8. Great Groups see themselves as 

winning under-dogs. We will bring our 

communities out of poverty. 
 

9. Great Groups always have an enemy. 

Find out who they are and rally the 

troops. 
 

10. People in Great Groups have blinders 

on. Don‟t let other‟s scare you from 

finishing the race. 
 

TYLER THORSON/AmeriCorps*VISTA: Photo Contest Runner-up 
VISTAs Bill Dickman and Michael Dummeyer lend each other a helping hand during a hike in Big Sky . 
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Comparing VISTA with other Great Groups 

Left: Nel Sutliff, 

C a m p u s  C o r p s 

Leader, has two dogs, 

Mischa (top) and 

Banjo. Mischa is so 

spoiled that she 

refuses to sit, lay or 

sleep on anything 

that 's  not sof t 

furniture. So when 

there are no more 

spots for her on the 

couch, she makes her 

own!! 

Right: Julio Brionez 

and his 3 year old 

tuxedo cat Joey, made 

the move to Montana 

from San Francisco. 

It looks like Joey has 

taken to the cold like 

a champ! 



cries for candy bellowed out from 

children bundled up in their winter attire. 

All we could do was shrug, smile and 

hope that floats behind were passing out 

candy.  

Ridin‘ in style: 

Billings MVP‘s 

grand marshals of 

holiday parade 
 

by Katie Woloszyk  

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Family Support Network 

 

     Every parade needs a Grand Marshal. 

This year Billings VISTAs were honored 

to serve as Grand Marshals for the Annual 

Holiday Parade in Billings. Billings 

VISTAs helped kick off the holiday 

season on November 26th by leading the 

parade in vintage cars. 

Left: Josh Brown takes notes during a Health 
Conference for tribal youth in Montana and 

Wyoming. 
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     Thousands of Billings residents lined 

the downtown streets to view over a 100 

floats from local organizations to help 

elevate the holiday spirit.  

     As VISTAs smiled and waved to 

thousands of people in the crowd, distant 

CLAIRE VANDEWALLE/AmeriCorps*VISTA: Above: Vegetarian VISTA Claire Vandewalle, finds herself partaking in an unusual Saturday afternoon activity on 
the Little Blackfoot River just outside Ennis, Montana. Morals aside she spends the day learning how to fly-fish, branding the end of her day successful by failing to 

catch a single fish.  

by Josh Brown 

AmeriCorps*VISTA 

Montana Wyoming Tribal Council 

 

     On December 10, 2009, the Montana 

Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council 

hosted a Tribal Youth meeting. Present 

at this meeting were youths from Crow, 

Northern Cheyenne, Blackfeet, Wind 

River, Fort Belknap and Fort Peck 

Reservations. In addition, there were 

Boys and Girls Club Directors, Upward 

Bound Youth Directors, Tribal Council 

Working with tribal youth 
members, Montana state politicians and 

Health Directors. I assisted in writing 

down the goals and objectives so that 

all of the tribal youths can collaborate 

to help each other with their Junior 

Tribal Council group.  

     The Montana Wyoming Tribal 

Leaders Council also hosted a Health 

Conference for all of the Tribes in 

Montana and Wyoming. Present at the 

Health Conference were Health 

Directors, Indian Health Services  

workers, Tribal Council members state 

representatives, medical doctors, 

traditional healers and Bureau of Indian 

Affairs  workers. 



Ambassador Committee Update: 
 

The Ambassador Committee has been busy with several new 

projects. We have revamped the ACMAC website—check it out at 

acmac.wikidot.com! Use the side navigation for helpful tips about 

AmeriCorps, service days, resources for AmeriCorps members and 

life in Montana. We have updated city profiles to include great 

restaurants and places to go. If you would like to add information 

about your city feel free to email Liz at liz.jung@unitedway.org. 

     Continue to check the ACMAC wiki for new changes. We 

recently rolled out a survey to help AmeriCorps Members find 

places to live, cost of living, and life in their new cities. We are in 

the process of sorting all the data and will be posting it on the 

ACMAC wiki site soon. 

 

The Ambassador Committee role is to encourage networking 

among the members of all branches of AmeriCorps. Do you have 

ideas for networking among AmeriCorps members? Let us know! 

Contact Liz Jung at liz.jung@unitedway.org or Elizabeth Drews at 

edrews225@gmail.com.   

ACMAC Corner 
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We are always looking for article 

ideas, photos and information about 

your local events. The next issue of 

AmeriCorps Quarterly will be out in 

April 2010.   

  

Please send newsletter submissions 

and questions to 

Trisha: trisha.wolf@gmail.com  

or  

Jessica: jnmowry@hotmail.com 

About ACMAC : 

Our Mission 
ACMAC is a representative council 

o f  Amer iCorps  S t a te  and 

AmeriCorps*VISTA members from 

across Montana. We work to 

encourage networking between all 

AmeriCorps programs in Montana 

through action, communication, and 

representation, in an effort to 

enhance the national service 

experience in our state. 

ACMAC reports to: 
Montana Office of Community Service 

1301 Lockey Ave. 3rd floor, P.O. Box 200801 

Helena, MT 59620-0801 

(406) 444-2573 

Questions?? 

 

Please contact the Coordinators!!  

 

Jessica Mowry:  jnmowry@hotmail.com  

OR  

Allie Weiner: valley_allie@ymail.com  

AmeriCorps Members Advisory Council (ACMAC) 

ACMAC Members at the Fall Retreat  

Public Relations Committee Update: 
 

The PR committee has been pretty busy this quarter! Our 

lovely co-editors have been working like crazy getting the 

newsletter together and brainstorming new ideas! We have also 

been getting ideas together to involve AmeriCorps alumni, as 

well as to spread the word about ACMAC. We produced an 

awesome bookmark to hand out at PSO as well as other events 

that explains what ACMAC is and how we can help as a 

resource for AmeriCorps members. We are always trying to 

expand our efforts and expose the word of service around the 

state! Any super ideas? Let us know!  

The PR committee is responsible for both local and statewide 

publicity projects for AmeriCorps. Contact a member of this 

committee if you have questions about what AmeriCorps is and 

does, or for help with publicity for your events. Contact Allie 

Weiner at allie.w@thefriendshipcenter.org or 442-6800. 

Thanks for contributing to our state! 

mailto:liz.jung@unitedway.org
mailto:liz.jung@unitedway.org
mailto:edrews225@gmail.com


For more fall events visit:  

http://visitmt.com/experiences/events/ 
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WINTER EVENTS NOT TO MISS: 

Dillon 

1/27: Rhythm Angels Concert 

3/16: Chatterton Duo Concert 

3/31: Mad Bay Juggler and Tune 

Stranglers 

Glendive 

3/12-13: Eastern Montana Celtic 

Celebration 

Great Falls 

1/14-2/18: Lewis and Clark Film Series 

1/15-17: Montana PRCA Pro Rodeo 

Circuit Finals  

2/25: Black History Month Celebration 

2/27: Marimba Magic 

3/18-21: Native American Art Show 

3/26-27: Made in Montana Marketplace 

3/27: Wine and Food Festival 

3/27: Montana Soundscapes  

Havre 

2/11: Nube Contemporary Latin Music 

Helena 

1/18: Dublin Gulch in Concert 

1/29: Microbrew Review Cool Dog Ball 

2/5: Shanghai Acrobats 

2/26: Kay McCenna Rock ‟n Dance 

Concert  

2/28: Feb-ru-licious Festival 

3/30: Celtic Legends 

Kalispell 

1/16: Roustabout 

1/23: Stories in the Snow 

1/29-31: South Pacific 

2/20-21: Escapades and Temperaments 

Lewistown  

1/28-31: Montana Winter Fair 

2/10: Montana Repertory Theatre 

Anaconda 

1/30: Mardi Gras 

2/12-23: Chocolate Fest  

2/20: Polar Bear Plunge 

2/24: Circus Incognitus 

Billings 

1/22: Jazz with 4 

1/23: Billings Symphony Orchestra and 

Chorale Free Concert 

1/29: Project Homeless Connect 

2/5: Art Walk 

2/13: Montana Repertory Theatre: 

Leading Ladies 

2/27: Kevin Locke Native Dance 

Ensemble 

March TBA: „Cheers for Change‟ Pub 

Crawl 

3/27: Purple 5k / Downtown Bicycle 

Criterium 

Bozeman 

1/28, 2/19, 3/18: Bozeman Film Festival 

1/30, 2/13, 3/13, 3/27, 4/26: Bozeman‟s 

Winter Farmers Market 

1/30: Free Ski Day at Rendezvous Ski 

Trails 

1/31, 2/15, 4/17: Broadway in Bozeman 

2/5-7: Preservation Board Antique Fair 

2/8: Montana Made Local Food Fair 

2/12-14: Wild West WinterFest 

2/12-14: Winter Crazy Days 

2/20-5/16: Francisco Goya Exhibit 

Butte 

1/1-1/31: Modern Myth Art Show 

1/30: United Way Dumpster Day 

2/20: Chinese New Year Parade 

3/16: St. Urho‟s Day Celebration 

3/17: St. Patrick‟s Day Parade  

Livingston 

2/12: Chocolate Lovers Party 

2/21-22: Blood Drive 

3/1: West Side Story 

3/11: Taste of Livingston 

Malta 

2/23: Night at the Jazz Club 

Miles City 

Open Mic Night Every Friday at the Elks 

Missoula 

1/7-3/6: Speaking Volumes, Transforming 

Hate  

1/15: Cheap Date Night 

1/27: Library Afternoon Matinee 

2/5: Our Extraordinary Place 

2/6: Off the Rack Fashion Show 

Red Lodge 

2/13: Winter Chocolate Event 

2/19-20: Red Lodge Winter Carnival 

2/27: Nordic Ski Festival 

3/12-13: Ski-Joring National Finals 

3/17: St. Patrick‟s Day Festival 

Sidney 

1/21-22: State of the Community 

Conference 

2/6: Celebrating Chocolate 

3/6: Magic Show with Jay Owenhouse 

3/11: Paul Taylor Concert 

3/13: ROI Play 

Terry 

3/20: Mylo Hatzenbuher Comedy Show 

Wolf Point 

1/29: After Hours at Doc Z‟s Brewery 

  

 

Martin Luther King Junior National Day of 

Service is January 18th!!! Ask your fellow 

volunteers what they have in store!!! 

http://visitmt.com/experiences/events/

